








New Airfix model cars: TR4A and MGB kits 
Catalina, bus, and Bond DB5 conversions 





JUST LIKE THE REAL THING! 


Thrills, spills, excitement... all the tense drama of Grand Prix 
racing. Airfix brings you such realism. Press the throttle and 
you're racing away in a Mini-Cooper or a Ferrari. Lap after lap it's 
high-speed fun. Real driving skill (and daring) needed to win! 
Runs off mains or battery. Every Airfix set has a rigid, double-lane 
track, two speed-controllers and banking supports. One includes 
a PERFECT FIGURE 8 with a swooping, road-hopping flyover. 
All Airfix authentic 1/32nd. scale models have Ackermann 
steering for natural cornering. Join the Airfix racing drivers! 

M.R. 125 set includes: 2 Mini-Coopers, lap recorder, manual controllers 
and 124 feet of rigid track. ONLY £6.6.0d. 
COMPLETE. OTHER SETS FROM £4.4.0d. 


PIT STOP PRESS 
Variable Speed Controller 


Gives extra sensitive accelera- 
tion and braking control for 
competition racing. Operates 
continuously for hours without 
overheating—even on heavily 
curved tracks. Supplied with 
universal dynamic braking 
and wiring diagram. 15 or 
30 ohms. 9/l1d. each. 


























Complete price list 

| available from toy shops, 

model! and hobby shops, 
or write to 


| AIRFIX PRODUCTS LTD., 
| HALDANE PLACE, 
| GARRATT LANE, 
! LONDON S.W.18 
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now in 
the shops! 


Watch out—here come IMPYS—the great new range of model cars! You'll 


SE —. want to collect IMPYS because no other model cars have all these real-car 
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SUPER CARS 


SO MANY REAL CAR FEATURES 
You can road-test it / 

You can pack the boot ! 

You can inspect the engine ! 
You can clean the windows ! 
You can slam the doors ! | HE 
You can turn the front wheels ! | WLIBCAP. 
You can test the suspension ! a : 
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AND SEATS” IMPYS—they’re great little cars! 


) wt es All at only 2/ 11 each 


als aa RANGE OF SUPER re WITH ALL THE REAL CAR FEATURES YOU'VE TS FOR ! 
LONE % STAR PRODUCTS - 168 GREAT NORTH ROAD 


features at such a price—ONLY 2/11 EACH! Go and see IMPYS 


in your shop now—look at the accurate details and the super 
; finish. There’s no doubt that IMPYS are 
the cars you'll want to own! Watch out for 


* Scale models 

* Die-cast metal bodies 

* Opening boot 

* Opening doors 

* Windows 

* Seats 

* Steering wheel 

* Suspension 

* Silvered hubs 

* ‘Axial’ steering 

* Non-scratch tyres 

* Jewelled headlamps 

* Die-cast engines 

8 SUPER MODELS TO 

START A COLLECTION 
JAGUAR ME X « GRAN TURISMO COUPE 
CHRYSLER IMPERIAL « FORD CORSAIR 
POLICE MOTORWAY PATROL CAR 
FORD ZODIAC ESTATE CAR 
VOLKSWAGEN MICRO BUS 
MERCEDES-BENZ 220SE 





HATFIELD HEARTS 


BUILD THIS 
WORKING BEAM ENGINE 


No 1 of “MUSEUM MODELS” the new fascinating series of 
by- -gone mechanical models is a fantastic reproduction of the 
old “BEAM ENGINE” which powered British industry so well | 
in the early days of steam and the industrial revolution. 


| Each kit contains a motor and gearing and the engine will | 
} run realistically for nearly a day on one small battery. This is | 
going to be the best of all the AIRFIX series. Order No 1 | 

today from our shops or by post. 


We stock the full 

range of Airfix kits 
at Holborn or you 
can order through 
our mail order de- 
partment. 


If you are interested 
in CAR RACING 
you must have this 
new, illustrated cata- 
logue of all the best 
in the hobby. Latest 
prices for Airfix - 
Scalextric - Revell - 
Minic - Monogram - 
Cox - V.LP. - 
M.R.R.C., etc. Send 
2/- today and get 
your 2/- voucher to 
help you buy further 
goods. Please men- 


tion the Airfix | 


Magazine and get a 
FREE GIFT with | 
your Catalogue. 


BEATTIES of LONDON 
THE BROADWAY, SOUTHGATE, LONDON, N.14 
112 HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1 
28 CORPORATION STREET, MANCHESTER 4 
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TOP FLIGHT MODELLERS .. . 
USE TOP FLIGHT FINISHES 





‘JOY’ New Formula PLASTIC ENAMEL 


The 18 beautiful contemporary colours, 

including black and white, can be intermixed 

to provide a wide range of colours. 

Joy Plastic Enamel has good flow, and is resistant 
to heat and most fuels. It gives glass-hard 


‘JOY’ LUMINOUS PAINT 


(Green shade oly) => 
See in the dark 
outfits, 


containing Base, 





ny 


Reflecting Coat, = | : abrasion and a wear resisting surface. 
and l a ak . 2 

Luminous Top |S elec Tins: 1/2; 2/-; 3/3; 5/6 
Coat. | Also available in a special pack containing 


6 bottles and brush. 3/6 complete. 


All colours are lead free and are safe to use on 
children’s toys, etc. 


Packs 3/-; 5/-. 





*JOY-PLANE’ POLYSTYRENE CEMENT 


‘JOY-PLANE’ BALSA CEMENT 















e 
é e Non-stringing, 
i eT ee New and ®@ quick drying 
liao es improved quality. @ and colourless. 
| : Very quick and The perfect 
hard setting. adhesive 
Penetrates » for giving a 
deeply and is . weld joint to 
z heat resisting ‘ any Polystyrene 
A and fuel proof. i _ surface. 
Available in tubes ® Available in 
8d.;1/2d.; 1/10d. © tubes 8d. 


OTHER PRODUCTS MADE BY MODELLERS FOR MODELLERS 


‘JOY-PLANE’ CELLULOSE DOPES.1/-; 1/9. 
‘JOY-PLANE’ CLEAR DOPES. I /-3 1/9;2/634/6. 


PLASTIC WOOD. 1/3; 2/3. ALESD x the resistered trade markof 
BANANA OIL. No. 1. Thick; | ; | | 
No. 2. Thin. I/-; 1/9. TURNBRIDGES LTD., LONDON, S.W.17 
TISSUE PASTE. Tubes I/- RSE Se adlli 

These are the recommended retail selling prices STICKING, STAINING, POLISHING, PAINTING 
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COVER PICTURE 


Summer sees the motor racing season gather full momentum with meetings each week-end ranging from local club competitions to the Formula | 

World Championship series. This scene at Spa-Francorchamps during the 1964 24 hours race shows a tussle between a Lotus-Cortina and an Alfa, 

typical of the dicing which makes motor racing one of the most exciting spectator sports. Model car racing fans already have a miniature Lotus- 
Cortina in the Airfix range. (Picture by Ken Shipton.) 
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FAMOUS SPORTS 
CARS INTRODUCED 
IN SUPER-DETAIL 
SERIES TWO KITS 


W TR4A 


WO of Britain’s top selling sports cars, the MGB and 

Triumph TR4A, are subjects of the latest constant 
1:32 scale plastic construction kits to be released in the 
Airfix range of models, 

Both cars are leaders in world export markets, particu- 
larly in the United States of America, and the Airfix 
replicas are likely to become even better known in the 
many countries that Airfix Products Ltd number in their 
own export lists. Unlike the several hundred pounds of the 
prototypes, the models cost only 3s each and come in the 
usual Airfix Series 2 fashion with all the parts boxed in a 
colourful carton and a fully illustrated step-by-step in- 
struction sheet. Both have an opening hinged bonnet and 
optional features, and are minutely correct even to the 
dummy suspension systems. 

Details on the MGB include the famous octagonal MG 
badge on the radiator grille and boot, a correctly ribbed 
floor, twin carburetters, an excellent representation of the 
four cylinder 1798 cc engine, the transmission and axles, 
wire-spoke wheels, and separate tyres with authentic treads. 
Other pleasing parts include tiny knock-off hub caps, a 
complete radiator, radiator fan, battery, foot controls with 
rubber covering material moulded in the correct pattern, 
and two front seats and a dickey. There is also a set of 
transparencies for the headlamps and sidelights, windscreen 
and rear window, 





Below: The handsome Airfix replica of the Triumph TR4A 
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The world’s greatest value in construction kits 


AND MGB 


The body comes in one main moulding, and this is a 
snap fit over the chassis plate. This would allow the model 
to be detailed internally and, indeed, a display piece could 
be made up with the body removed to show the interior 
and chassis detail, The kit is moulded throughout in white 
plastic, so that if this colour is chosen for a finish, painting 
would be reduced to a minimum. The model can be com- 
pleted with the hood raised or lowered, optional parts 
being provided for the modeller’s own choice. Three com- 
pletely different sets of pre-printed cut-out registration 
plates are provided on the instruction sheet, so preventing 
duplication for any collector with more than one model. 


SUCCESSFUL TRIUMPH 

HE Triumph TR4A, released together with the MGB, is 

a model of an equally famous sports car with a big 
reputation built on a pedigree of litthe more than a decade 
long. A direct descendant through the TR2 and TR5 
ranges, the TR4A is the latest version of a popular sports 
car that boasts several unique features, Undoubtedly the 
most novel to those used to the traditional starkness of 
sports cars is the comfortable weatherproof cockpit. 
Triumph were one of the first to include such fittings as 
wind-up windows and a hardtop in place of flimsy detach- 
able panels and canvas hood that was once the hallmark 


has optional parts for a hardtop or Surrey roof and makes 


an extremely detailed model. 
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Above: The new 


of all two-seaters. For the TR4A has a unique hardtop 
that is the last word in versatility. It has a detachable roof 
panel that can be removed for open motoring and replaced 
by a folding PVC ‘Surrey’ hood in the event of sudden 
rain. 

The hardtop and the ‘Surrey’ are both included in the 
Airfix kit so that the modeller can choose his own roof. 
Also in the kit is an excellent representation of the TR4A’s 
rigid girder chassis, a modern development of the tradi- 
tional chassis which made cars so tough in earlier days. 
The TR4A also has independent suspension all round and 
Airfix have included the correct pattern swing arms and 
heavy coil springs that are the principle features of it. 
Transmission and brake discs are likewise provided in the 
kit, as are wire-spoke wheels and hub caps. Internally the 
model is furnished with a completely detailed dashboard— 
with every dial inicluded—the characteristic short gearshift, 
inner door panels with grab handles, and twin bucket seats 
with correct pattern upholstery. 








Above: Charles Kliment, of Prague, sends us this picture 

of his MRRC-powered Airfix 44 litre vintage Bentley, with 

which he achieved a class win in the recent Czechoslovakian 
National Electric Car Racing championships. 
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ARE YOU _A_KIT CONVERTER? 





Airfix model of the well-known MGB sports car shows its realistic appearance from this angle. The kit 
costs 3s. 


We have many letters from readers requesting back 
copies of AIRFIX MAGAZINE containing conversion 
articles. Back copies of many issues are still avail- 
able for the benefit of readers who may have missed 
or mislaid earlier editions. For example, here are 
some of the practical articles which have appeared 
in recent issues. 








1963: January—Defiant target tug conversion. 
March—Beaufighter mods. Jume—Lancaster mods. 
July—Heinkel |11Z glider tug conversion. 


1964: September — Bren gun carriers. 
October—Ju 88 and M4 Crab conversions. 
November — Conversions with the  Aijirfix 
Centurion. 1965: June—Building a Hector from 
the Airfix Hawker Hart. July—Motorising the 
Airfix City of Truro. September—Jeeps. Octo- 
ber— Modifying the Airfix Gladiator. November— 
Ajax cruiser and Lightning conversions. 1966: 
March—Firefly Profile. Jume—Four-stacker des- 
troyers. July—Phantom RF-4C. 


Would readers please note that the following is a 
revised /ist of issues that are out of print: all 1960 
editions; January, February, March, April, May, 
June, July, August, 1961; January, February, October 
and November, 1962; February, March, April, August, 
september, October and November, 1963; January, 
February, March, April, May, June, July, August, 
September, October and December, 1964; January, 
February, March, April, May, June, July, August, 
September and December 1965; January, February, 
April and May 1966. 





Back copies cost Is 6d each (including postage) 
for all issues up to and including August, 1963. From 
September, 1963, onwards, the cost is Is per issue, 
post paid. Please address all requests for back 
copies, together with your remittance, to our 
circulation department at SURRIDGE, DAWSON 
(PRODUCTIONS) LTD, 136/142 NEW KENT 
ROAD, LONDON SEI. 
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The SRN-5S hovercraft used in the fire-fighting and rescue role. 





"THE first exhibition and demonstration of hovercraft was 

given at Browndown Range, Gosport, in June, Like 
20,000 other spectators, I watched with interest the antics 
of the latest vogue in passenger travel and wondered what 
future lay in these inventions of Christopher Cockerell, the 
Norfolk boat builder whose ideas, just ten years old, had 
created a new industry. 

Hovershow 66 was the first time that a large and repre- 
sentative collection of hovercraft had been assembled at one 
place for a public demonstration. There were over 20 on 
show ranging from the early SRN-1 to the latest giant, the 
37 ton SRN-3 which is at present undergoing trials with the 
Inter-services Hovercraft Trials Unit at Lee-on-Solent. 

It was an impressive show and I am sure that the many 
invited guests from the shipbuilding and operating indus- 
tries, the services, government departments and foreign 
powers were, like me, impressed. Apart from an excellent 
covered exhibition area in which all of the principal hover- 
craft manufacturers, interested government departments, and 
equipment suppliers were represented, various demonstra- 
tions were given in a large arena which led down to a beach 
and the hovercraft’s natural element, the sea. 

Apart from an already proved use for hovercraft on short 
sea crossings like the Solent the British Hovercraft Corpora- 
tion, which has a virtual monopoly on hovercraft construc- 
tion, attempted to show other uses for their craft, Most of 
these were military as, like their aircraft industry con- 
temporaries, BHC made it fairly plain that the future 
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development of the hovercraft depends on fairly substantial 
military orders. 

Demonstrations were given of hovercraft in action, on 
infiltration and patrol work, making off-shore interceptions, 
and undertaking seaborne attacks and rescue work, Various 
configurations of hovercraft were used, based mainly on 
the successful SRN-5 and SRN-6 designs that, built by 
Westlands, have already entered commercial service. Other 
hovercraft from the Britten-Norman stage showed their 
ideas on the smaller type of hovercraft and how this too 
has a great many commercial applications. 

One of the best exhibitions from the two hour long 
demonstration was, I thought, that of the fire and rescue 
craft, a development of the SRN-5, showing great promise. 
With its ability to cross almost any sort of terrain, the 
hovercraft firstly showed how a fire could quickly be extin- 
guished on land and then followed this by effecting the 
rescue of a large number of people who had, it was pre- 
sumed, taken to life rafts after their aircraft had crashed 
in the sea, The hovercraft, not only put out the fire that had 
developed in the wrecked aircraft but rescued all of the 
stranded passengers and quickly took them to the safety 
of the shore. To demonstrate the comparative ease of the 
operation an RAF Air Sea Rescue Whirlwind hovered over- 
head, presumably to make sure nothing went wrong but at 
the same time demonstrating how limited its own role 
would have been under similar circumstances. 

The Hovershow did exactly as intended—it impressed the 
public with the possibilities of the vehicle for future 
development. Those who were in at the start of the venture 
were saying that a serious look was now being taken at 
hovercraft rather than that which was prevalent a very short 
while ago, when the craft was thought to be a very good but 
expensive toy. I must admit that I, too, was very impressed 
but having had time to think about the problem I have now 
had a few doubts. 

These centre mostly on the use of the hovercraft as a 
military vehicle. The staged demonstrations of its use were 
attractive but one was given little time to think of enemy 
counter-measures should the craft be used in war. They seem 
to me to be very vulnerable to opposition. The noise of the 
engines, said to be made by the propellers and at present 
being eliminated, was such that any enemy position ten 
miles away from a seaborne landing could hear what was 
going on. Providing this problem could be overcome I saw 
another which would prevent the use of hovercraft in all 
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but a limited role. This was the difficulty in clearing 
obstacles. All of the hovercraft showed how they could 
navigate Over rough country, but by digging a ditch deeper 
than four feet or by erecting a series of wooden poles in the 
ground similar to the many thousands that dotted the 
English countryside when it was thought there would be an 
invasion by gliders in 1940, the hovercraft would be 
powerless. Under these circumstances it would be confined 
to operations at sea and along rivers, This was proved in 
Borneo recently when the craft were used there for opera- 
tional trials. 


My own thoughts on the use of hovercraft are that they 


will make admirable short sea route vehicles where their 
speed and the ability to beach them at a terminal could be 
exploited to the full. A cross-channel ferry, providing the 
Channel Tunnel doesn’t knock the bottom out of the 
market, would be an admirable use for hovercraft and it is 
obvious that BHC are thinking on these lines. 

Although my own impressions of the hovercraft are 
rather sceptical I am equally sure that the hovercraft is 
here to stay. I feel that the eventual use of the vehicle has 
yet to be decided and with a company like BHC, who have 
the virtual monopoly of hovercraft construction, it would 
be wise to experiment to the full before committing them- 
selves to a definite path of design and production. 


GARDEN PARTY 


HE Royal Aeronautical Society’s Garden Party held at 

Cranfield in June marked the climax of this year’s 
centenary celebrations of that learned society. It proved, 
apart from a few thundery showers, a field day for the 
spotter. 

From my point of view the two highlights were the 
opportunity to inspect at close quarters the second prototype 
of the TSR-2, XN220, and the first public exhibition of the 
Vickers Gunbus which has recently been built by a group 
of enthusiasts at Weybridge and which will eventually be 
presented to the RAF Museum. The aircraft has an original 
Gnome Monosoupape rotary engine but the construction of 
the airframe was completed from scratch with the use of 
original drawings. It is a beautiful replica and with ‘Dizzy’ 
Addicott at the controls and Mr S. Castle, who was shot 
down in a Gunbus in 1916 in the gunner’s seat, performed 
admirably before the invited audience. 


BIG BROTHER 


OW about a 1:72 scale model of a Belfast? This 
thought came to mind when I, in the company of a 
number of other journalists and photographers, went on 
board XR369, the eighth production aircraft at Farn- 
borough a few weeks ago for a ride in the largest aircraft 

ever to enter RAF squadron service. 
It is certainly a comfortable and roomy aircraft. From 
Continued on page 389 


Right, top to bottom: At full speed, the SRN-3 makes an 
impressive sight during the Hovershow. TSR-? at rest; the 
second prototype is now a museum piece at the College of 
Aeronautics, Cranfield. The Vickers Gunbus _taxies 
out at Cranfield for its public debut. RA-3B Sky- 
warrior, 144827, was an unusual exhibit devoid of unit 
markings at the USAF Open House, Wethersfield. (R. L. 
Ward photo). DH (C) Twin Otter, CF-UCD, was demons- 
trated recently at Gatwick by Air Couriers, the UK agents. 
(192 Group photo). Belfast over Belfast; last five of ten 
production aircraft are due to be in RAF service at Brize 
Norton by the year's end. 
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1914-18 


British uniforms 
and equipment 





Military modelling 


by C. O. ELLIS 





[TH the arrival of the new Airfix British and German 

infantry of the World War 1 period, keen military 
modellers find themselves with much useful material for 
scores of figure conversions covering several different 
periods. We've already heard from several readers who have 
furnished themselves with a British line infantry regiment 
of the Zulu War (1879) era, the German figure being used 
either with or without the spike on his helmet. The ‘pickel- 
haube’ helmet in OO scale is close enough in shape to pass 
as the British cloth covered helmet issued from 1869 on- 
wards, and with the spike removed you have an excellent 
Wolseley helmet for overseas wear, I shall be returning very 
shortly to the subject of Victorian armies. 

Meanwhile let us devote a special consideration to the 
British side in World War 1 and start by covering 
the uniforms and basic equipment of 1914-18. In fact, there 
are enough uniform variations to keep most people happy 
for weeks on this subject alone and the pictures show some 
of the possibilities. 

The basic figure provided in the Airfix British Infantry 
set is wearing the regulation khaki service dress and 1908 
pattern webbing equipment standard throughout the Great 
War and, with minor changes, worn until 1938-40 when the 
familiar battle dress was introduced. The BEF that went 
to France in August, 1914, was a professional body and 
their smartness—well captured by the Airfix figures—con- 
trasted with the scruffy, casual, mud-stained uniforms of 
the following years. 

To add variety to the various figures is not at all difficult 
and among my own alterations is the souvenir hunter with a 
German helmet (cut from a German figure) carried in his 
hand. This is especially effective with the marching man. 
Then there is the ‘joker’ actually wearing a German helmet 
and simply made by changing the British head for a Ger- 
man head. For another variation in head wear, try taking 
the balaclava-clad head from an 8th Army figure, Alterna- 
tively, cut away the man’s forage cap so that he appears 
bare headed. Then paint a balaclava to cover the crown 
and ears. It became common practice to remove the stiffener 
from forage caps so that they became soft and shapeless, 
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and I managed to get this effect by cutting a sliver of plastic 
from all round the crown of the cap, You could also make 
the crown appear to droop by applying a heated knife- 
blade or screwdriver, but care is required to avoid melting 
the complete head ! 

If you wish to make anything like a decent job of any 
Airfix figures, you must paint them to take away the plastic 
shine. To make the paint adhere you should use matt only, 
at least for the basic colour, and scrub them in detergent 
first of all as recommended in the instructions. The khaki 
serge colour is best represented by Humbrol matt dark 
earth (29) with a little dark green mixed into it. For any 
absolute beginner, I suggest you paint each figure this 
colour overall first, and then add the face, hands, hair, and 
other details afterwards. Like this, you can paint a com- 
plete box of soldiers in an evening. Webbing equipment at 
the time was coloured either khaki (Humbrol 26) or light 
green/khakr mixed from about equal proportions of green 
and khaki paint. The puttees were cloth bindings of vir- 
tually the same shade as the uniform, the boots:were black 
and the rifle was black with a brown wooden stock. | 
found that Humbrol track colour depicts this quite well. 

Officers wore brown riding boots, brown belt and holster, 
and tan breeches best represented by plain khaki paint. 
The Airfix officer looks most impressive painted like this. 
Officer's uniform, however, becomes quite an interesting 
subject for further models. To begin with swords were 
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Above: A—Barbed wire coil on stave for wiring party. 
B—Metal stake for barbed wire support. C—Typical forma- 
tion sign; 60th Divn (blue with yellow bar) on side or rear 
of vehicles. D—Officers’ rank flash. E—Duckboard; 
make from strip plastic card. F—Rolled stretcher can be 
carried in lieu of wire coil. G—Mud sledge for transport of 
stores or wounded; hauled by mule or men, All full-size, 
except C and D. 
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used less frequently as the war progressed so try altering 
the sword to represent a revolver. It is done by simply 
chopping off the blade and leaving enough to make a barrel. 
Many company officers, however, preferred to carry a rifle 
and one can be provided in miniature simply by removing 
the sword and replacing it with a rifle cut from another 
figure, preferably one of the crawling soldiers. Adoption 
of the rifle was one of several measures taken by company 
officers to render themselves less conspicuous; German 
troops were taught to kill enemy officers first when faced 
with an attack and the boots, sword and revolver of any 
British officer made him stand out clearly from his men, So 
in addition to the rifle, a good many officers also took to 
wearing trousers and puttees and other ranks webbing 
equipment, with or without retaining the revolver, Officers’ 
ranks were originally denoted by the ‘flash on the cuff as 
shown in one of the sketches. Subalterns had one ‘pip’, 
lieutenants had one stripe and two pips, captains had three 
pips and two stripes, and majors had a crown and three 
stripes. However, since these were also conspicuous it 
became the practice to remove the cuff insignia completely 
and wear the pips in the now customary position on the 
shoulder straps. 


The soft forage hat was worn in action until just before 
the Somme offensive of July, 1916, when the steel helmet 
was issued to all ranks. After this the helmet was worn 
at almost all times in the front line, so you need to fit 
some troops with helmets for this period. I took an &th 
Army set and proceeded to put all their heads on to the 
shoulders of a beheaded set of 1914 infantry. This is quite 
an easy job, using UHU, provided that you make a clean 
cut between the heads and shoulders. Many modellers 
advocate joining these parts by heat and this is a satisfac- 
tory way provided that you are careful. I would not com- 
mend this to beginners, however, and I find that UHU 


Below, top to- bottom: GS wagon (note spare wheel). Mules 

carrying Maxim barrel and folded tripod (right). Note 

grenade thrower as driver. Medical officer attending casual- 

ties (MO from mortar layer), and running officer in other 
ranks uniform, All described in text. 
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Above, top to bottom: Supply limber with stores and 

drivers. Various figures including marching men carrying 

British and German helmets. Men in goatskin coats, mounted 

officers, sentry made from signaller with repositioned arms, 

officers with rifle and revolver, helmeted man in shorts, 

and officer in other ranks uniform (extreme right, centre), 
all as described in text. 


makes a good join so long as the figure is handled carefully. 


In the meantime, keep some of the 1914 heads for joining 
to 8th Army bodies, etc. 


A fashion of summer, 1916, and subsequent clement 
seasons, was the wearing of shorts instead of trousers by 
some regiments. This was done in view of the often water- 
logged trenches in parts of the Somme. Shorts were merely 
the ordinary serge trousers cut down. A very reasonable 
representation of this dress can be made by combining the 
lower half—from the waist down—of an sth Army figure 
with the upper half of a 1914 soldier. The helmeted head 
must also be used, of course. This process of joining two 
halves is not as difficult as it may sound; the secret is to 
get the cuts in each half-figure absolutely square. The join 
will then be flush, and if you use UHU, the excess cement 
should be smeared down to the hips and round the body 
to represent the lower half of the tunic. When painted, 
the figure looks entirely original. Long socks were worn 
with the puttees wrapped in the normal way. To get this 
effect, paint the legs dark earth almost to the knees. 

A lot of modellers will not have the time or patience to 
put helmeted heads on every figure but, as it happens, there 
are plenty of reasons why troops of 1916-18 could still be 
seen in Caps—infantry wore them in billets, on patrol], and 
even in Communication trenches, while the RE, RA, ASC, 
and RAMC were most often seen in Caps everywhere except 
up front under fire. Try making a few marching infantry 
carry their steel helmets in their hands or on their haver- 
sacks. A mixed patrol, some in helmets, others in caps, 
looks more interesting than uniform headgear. One final 
uniform item of 1914 was the famous goatskin shaggy coat 
issued as winter wear. This can be represented by finely 
shredded cotton wool UHUed to the body and arms of any 
figure that has first had its haversack removed. In subse- 
quent winters a leather sleeveless jerkin was issued instead, 
and only brown paint is needed to depict this, 


Mounted men offer no great problem to the modeller. 
Continued on page 39] 
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MILITARY 
‘B’ TYPES 


MODELLED BY J.P. FERRY 


] HAVE long been interested in early military vehicles, and 

when Airfix produced the ‘B’ Type bus kit a few years 
ago, I lost no time in building up some military derivatives 
of this famous vehicle, basing my models on pictures and 
large models displayed at the Imperial War Museum. Just 
recently, interest in these old vehicles hag been widely 
aroused by the introduction of the ‘Ole Bill’ army version 
of the ‘B’ Type bus as a separate kit in the Airfix range, and 
modellers will now be keen to add companion army models 
to their collections. 

One of my acquisitions in the field of early mechanisation 
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This delightful vintage armoured truck was a real-life con- 
version by the RNAS for the defence of Antwerp. The 
equally attractive model is made from the Airfix ‘B’ Type 


bus kit and described by J. P. Ferry on this page. 





had been a copy of the /I/ustrated London News of October 
3, 1914. This dealt extensively with the defence of Antwerp. 
and contained a picture of B 752, converted by Commander 
Samson’s Naval detachment to a rudimentary armoured 
lorry. This was an ideal subject for a model. 

Construction of my model probably followed the pattern 
of the original, except that it was unnecessary in my case 
to tear off the bus body! Cross-members were built on to the 
chassis frame and an armoured cab and body were fabricated 
from plate on the original vehicle. 

On the model, I used Bristol Board for the armoured cab 
and body though, of course, plastic sheet of the appropriate 
thickness would do just as well and many modellers will 
work with this instead. If card is used, it must be well treated 
with shellac before painting, otherwise warping is likely to 
result. The prominent rivet heads on my model were em- 
bossed with a pin, but such detail is so insignificant on the 
finished model that it could very well be omitted. 

The pictures and drawings show enough, I think, for any- 
one to follow. Since all the parts are flat, this conversion 
simply consists of tracing and cutting out all the parts and 
assembling them neatly, I believe that this vehicle, being on 
RNAS strength, was painted battleship grey though it could 
have been khaki. At all events, however, it did have the 
white RN lettering as shown in the pictures. Brief con- 
structional points are as follows: 

Radiator armour 

Lower plate 1{ inches x | inch, punched or drilled for start- 
ing handle, bent to shape and attached by right-angle 
brackets at each end to the underside of the radiator mount- 
ing brackets. Upper plate, as drawn, cemented to frame sides 
from which ribs have been cut down to form a 5/16 inch 
recess back along frame. 

Driver’s front shield 

As sketched; score and cut to give about 45 degree angle at 
top and sides, Gussets are cemented to the rear and rivets 
are simulated. 

Rear of cab 

As drawn—it is built up on cut-away seat bench. 
Armoured body 

As drawn. Four body bearers are made from 1/16 inch card. 
Lateral and longitudinal members (3/16 inch x 1/16 inch 
wood) are cemented to these. The card parts are then built 
up on these. Sides and rear are slightly curved at the top 
and bottom to follow cab profile of the cab and the 
longitudinal members. 


Left: Three views of the completed conversion with neces- 

sary details for modellers. Drawing at top of opposite page 

shows, full-size, all the card parts. A—Radiator side armour. 

B—Radiator top armour. O—Scuttle on cab front. D—Side 
view of scuttle. E—Body side. 
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UCH fun can be had from building the Airfix ‘Ole 

Bill’ kit in its Western Front guise of 1914-18, and 
anyone who has seen pictures of these vehicles on active 
service will know the greatly different appearances that 
individual buses sported after a few months in the battle 
zone. Continual driving on muddy unsurfaced roads, fre- 
quent changes of heavily-laden soldier passengers, and 
much overloading, all took their toll of the vehicle’s con- 
dition and, allied to the army modifications, soon produced 
a generally decrepit and uncared for look. 

Reproducing this ‘look’ in model form can be very 
rewarding and a model that I have modified is shown here. 
[ found that a very realistic window-boarding could be 
obtained by using strips of close-grained balsa or veneer. 
This can be fitted in place of the card boarding supplied 
in the Airfix kit, and extra realism is achieved by making 
some boards slightly shorter than others. Though the boards 
are ‘as new’ on my own model, anyone wanting the more 
battered look can easily ‘crack’ or break off some boards. 

You could also, if you wished, put a board patch on one 
of the body panels to represent a repair to a hole. Note 
the broken hand rail on the top deck of my model, another 
touch of realism. Alternatively, rip a longer length away. 

When the buses were first taken to France, most were 
still painted LGOC red. They were soon repainted in khaki, 
but an interesting idea would be to have some red showing 
through at some point where the khaki paint can be con- 
sidered to have worn away. The way to achieve this effect 
is to paint the model red where the patch is desired, and 
then wipe away the khaki paint with a cloth before it dries. 

The WD number can be painted on the bonnet—no great 
precision is required as the numbers on the full-size vehicles 
were often hand painted or crudely stencilled. If you have 
a really matt finish, try using a white crayon for numbering. 
This makes the job quite easy, even if you have to moisten 
the crayon tip. The crayon is also ideal for writing slogans 
on the vehicle's sides. 

Methods of adding mud or ‘dirt’, either with paint or the 
real thing, are already well known. I found that, with a 
little care, extra soldier figures could be obtained by modify- 
ing Airfix motor racing figures or passengers. 
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Above: Two aspects of the ‘Ole Bill’ bus with real wood 

boarding and details. The markings are typical of the 

period. Note the various soldiers converted from suitable 
Airfix figures. 
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TF VAVING built the new Airfix 007 

h Aston Martin straight from the 
box with all the ‘gimmicks’, I thought 
the standard version would produce 
a nice looking car for the miniature 
circuit. Following the technique of 
previous efforts, the idea is to use as 
much as possible from the kit. A 
forward mounted motor with prop- 
shaft and live rear axle means the 
interior of the car can be largely 
retained, with the driver keeping his 
legs. 


CHASSIS 

The first stage is to construct the 
chassis, modifying part 46 of the kit 
to carry the motor and transmission. 
This means cutting away the cross 
piece with the rear support of the 
dummy engine. Incidentally, do not 
throw this piece away—it will be used 
later. Also cut away the centre section 
as shown shaded in sketch A. File 
away the projections underneath asso- 
ciated with the ejection mechanism. 

Now cement cross member 49 in 
position with the dummy springs 44 
and 45 in place. Stub axles 47 and 48 
will be dealt with later. The motor, 
an MRRC 3 or 5-pole unit, is 
mounted on a bracket shaped as in 
B, using 8 BA countersunk bolts to 
fix bracket to motor, and a 10 BA 
bolt to hold the bracket to cross 
beam 49, The rear of the motor 1s 
virtually held by the  prop-shaft 
support, I cemented small pieces of 
plastic card underneath as additional 
supports. The motor is mounted as 
low as possible to get the prop-shaft 
in line with the rear wheel centres. 

Sketch C shows the mounting for 
the propeller shaft and radius arms, 
this can be either aluminium or thin 
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the Airfix Aston Martin 
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BY BERT LAMKIN 








brass sheet. It is fixed underneath the 
chassis with 10 BA bolts. A short 
length of polythene tube couples the 
shaft to the motor spindle, having 
first transferred the pinion. 

As a variation to the swinging front 
axle it was decided to spring the rear, 
following as much as possible the 
prototype with coil springs and radius 
arms. The arrangement is shown in D. 
The axle is carried by two tin brackets 
cut and bent as in E. Solder a one 
inch 10 BA bolt from the inside as 
indicated, and also solder the sides 
for strength at the angles. Remember 
to reverse the bends of one bracket 
to give a right and left hand unit. 
The forward extension is for the bent 
end of the radius arms. 

The radius arm is a piece of iron 
wire about the thickness of a large 


paper clip, bent as shown, after being 
threaded through its mounting 
brackets. Small coil springs about 
4 inch long are slipped over the bolts 
on the axle bearings, which then pass 
through the holes that normally locate 
the rear dummy springs and are 
retained by small washers and nuts, 
Before fitting, slip the radius arm 
ends through the appropriate holes. 

The rear axle and wheels can now 
be installed. The axle is a 2} inch 
length of 3/32 inch steel or brass rod. 
The wheels can be taken from the 
kit, if suitably bushed for a tight fit 
on the axle—a friend with a lathe 
could manage this for you. Actually, 
I used a pair of wheels from my 
scrap-box. Fix one wheel first, then 
slip on a spacer—about 3/16 inch of 
tube—pass the axle through one 
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bearing, slip on the contrate gear— 
also MRRC—through the other bear- 
ing, add the other spacer, and then 
the other wheel. Adjust the bearing 
bolts to bring the axle in line with 
the prop-shaft. 

We can now return to the front 
end of the chassis, and install the stub 
axles from the kit. First check that 
the wheels will rotate freely and then 
cut off the pivots and drill squarely 
through the centre to clear a 10 BA 
bolt which will become the new pivot. 
Reinforce the steering arm _ with 
plastic as shown in F. Then mount 
the stub axles in their normal position, 
the holes in the top and bottom pieces 
will need opening slightly to take the 
bolt, 

The guide shoe is MRRC part 
number 750. This is mounted on one 
end of an aluminium or brass strip, 
the other being pivoted on the centre 
bolt of the motor fixing. To provide 
for steering, the plastic track-rod, 
reinforced with the cross piece cut 
off earlier, is also pivoted to the 
metal strip with a 10 BA bolt. Sketch 
(> gives the idea. 

The front wheels can be fitted as 
per the kit instructions. Finally, check 
that the chassis sits squarely on a flat 
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Top: The completed model—note the 

retaining screw on side. Above: 

Underside view shows location of 
parts and motor. 

All drawings are keyed to references in text 


Drawings on this page only are full-size for 
model. 





surface, and that the transmission runs 
smoothly from motor to wheels. Time 
spent at this stage will have a big 
effect on the car’s performance. 


THE INTERIOR 


Part 30 will require some cutting 
to clear the rear half of the motor, 
and holes are drilled to clear the nuts 
of the transmission mounting. When 
satisfied that the interior sits squarely 
on the chassis it can be cemented 
into position, and the inside painted. 

seats, driver, dashboard, and steer- 
ing wheel are installed as in the 
instructions, painting them before 
fitting, as it is considerably easier 
that way. You will need to fabricate 
a helmet for the driver unless you 
have a suitable figure already. 

In this version of the Aston, I 
omitted all parts 61 to 71. The body 
was assembled normally, painting the 
shell inside and out before fitting the 
‘glass’. The tail lights are cemented 
in place and do not swivel. Inci- 
dentally, the swivel arms (parts 85 
and 86) can be used for bonnet hinges 
with a little effort and use of some 
scrap plastic. The curved top of the 
bullet shield, part 116, was cut off and 
cemented into the slot of the boot 
lid. This, together with parts 89 and 
90, which had the centre portions 
removed, was cemented into position 
before painting. 

A point here is that small cracks 
and holes can be filled with the new 
putty for plastics, which if carefully 


continued on page 394 
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FROM THE 
CATALINA 


Alan W. Hall shows how 


to make different marks 
using the Airfix kit 


EBs Airfix Catalina kit in its basic form offers a great deal 
to the conversion enthusiast. Luckily for us, Airfix decided 
to produce the amphibious version, for it would have been 
a difficult job to convert the flying boat version to.an amphibian. 

several versions of the Catalina can be made from the basic 
kit. For the beginner there is the simple modification of filling 
in the undercarriage and producing the straight flying boat: 
one stage further ts the version illustrated at the head of the 
page which includes the addition of radar. Then there is the 
Catalina VI with its higher fin and rudder, and finally the 
Nomad which on top of all this requires modifications to the 
nose, rear step and floats. 

In this article | have attempted to show both the beginner 
and the expert how I have produced all four versions from the 
basic shape. None are too difficult but it is advised that you do 
not attempt to go further than your ability allows. The Nomad 
for example, although it looks very closely like the basic 
Catalina, is in fact a very different aircraft. 

Reference can be found in old copies of Aircraft of the 
Fighting Powers and Green's Aircraft of the Second World War: 
Flying Boats. There are also some good photographs in the 
long-defunct Aeroplane Spotter from which to take camouflage 
notes. 





STAGE 1 Before anything else the interior of the fuselage must be painted 
black to avoid reflection appearing through the large glazed areas. 
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1:72 SCALE 


STAGE 2 The undercarriage wells can be filled before sticking the two 
fuselage halves together. This is done by first laying a rough cut balsa plug 
into the well and then filling the remainder with body putty. The fuselage 
can be stuck together whilst waiting for this to dry. 
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STAGE 3 While the fuselage is drying, odd things like the wing centre 
sections can be joined, wheels painted, if necessary, tail unit assembled, and 
engines painted. When thoroughly dry the wheel wells can be sanded down. 
After stages |, 2 and 3 have been completed the modeller must decide 


which variant of the Catalina he wants to complete. The remainder of 
this article is therefore divided between the three main sub-types. 


Continued on page 376 
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Catalina IVb, JX225:TJ-M, 202 Sqn, 
Castle Archdale. Colour scheme: Dik 





Sea Grey and Dk Green topsides 
(washed out shades), White 
undersides, Grey codes, ‘C’ type 
roundels, black serials and 
leading edge panels 

on wing, fin and 

tailplanes. 

Black radome, rear sec- 

tion sometimes red. 

US Navy equivalent: PB2B-! 


Drawings by Richard L. Ward 


Revised tailplane, fin and rudder applicable 
to PB2B-2 (Catalina VI) and PBN-| Nomad 
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Catalina VI: A24-368: OX-V. 
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43 Sqn, RAAF 
Matt black overall with 
Grey codes and serial. 


Dk Grey front to radome 
Note revised front turret 

and exhausts. RAAF roundels 
and fin flash, blue and white. 
US NAVY equivalent: PB2B-2 





——— Radome detail 
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CATALINA CONVERSIONS —continwed 






i 3 

Above: The over-cockpit radome completed. Tweezers are 

used to test the assembly against the cockpit roof to ensure 
a satisfactory fit. 


CATALINA IVb Work must be started on the radome and radar 


aerials which are different on this model from the Mk |. The over-cockpit 
radome is made by cutting to rough shape from a small block of balsa the 
radome itself, and attaching this to a support piece made from strip balsa 
4 inch thick. The size is larger than required and the surplus is sanded off. 
When completed both parts are stuck together and after having been given 
time to dry are coated with a very thick solution of clear dope and talcum 
powder. This will round out the joint between the radome and its support 
as well as fill the grain. With the use of tweezers the assembly can be checked 
against the cockpit canopy for accurate fit and it will be found that slight 
adjustments will have to be made before it can be cemented in position, 

Wing radar aerials are made from heat-stretched plastic stem. By following 
the instructions given in my June, 1966, article various thicknesses can be 
obtained, These are cut in length and cemented into tiny holes drilled in the 
undersurface of the wing. When set, these will provide a strong basis for the 
horizontal members of the array. A little extra cement, carefully applied with 
a pin in the required place, will provide a realistic impression of the insulated 
joints that appear on the rear, vertical, supports. 

From this point on the model is completed according to the camouflage 
pattern shown overleaf or in markings of your own choice. 


q 
NOMAD The final and most complicated conversion of the basic Catalina 
kit is a PBN-l Nomad. This involves, apart from the operations already 
detailed, adjustments to the fuselage and floats. In all cases the appropriate 
sections are cut out and replaced by balsa plugs which in turn are shaped down 
to the required dimensions and prepared for painting by talcum powder and 
dope mixtures being applied. Space restrictions prevent plans of this aircraft 


being included but accurate 1:72 scale drawings will be found in Aircraft of 


the Fighting Powers, volume 6, My photographs at the foot of the page show 
how the nose is reshaped. The nose turret, which differs from all other versions, 
was made from a B-17 belly turret inverted. 


Below: Making the Nomad conversion. The nose is cut 
away from mid-way through the front turret position. 
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Above: Adding the final details. Note how the radome 
fits on the cockpit. All turrets are left off until the remainder 
of the model is completely painted. 


CATALINA vi In addition to part of the radar assembly described 


in the previous paragraphs, this model will need alterations to the tail unit, 
engine exhausts and nose turret. For the fermer, the entire tailpiece is deleted 
and from the plan given on page 375 a new shape cut out, sanded and finished 
in the normal manner. Care will have to be taken in attaching the tailplane to 
the rest of the fuselage and extensions will have to be allowed for which can 
fit into the slots left in the fuselage to take the kit tailplane. 

Similarly the fin and rudder will have to be adjusted by cutting off the 
existing fin immediately above the tailplane position, changing the shape of ihe 
heel of the fuselage, cutting, sanding and finishing a new half-fin and rudder 
and fitting these in position. The plans will give an idea of the shape required. 

The nose turret is adjusted by simply cutting a small dome shaped piece of 
balsa to fit on top and preparing it to take paint. Engine exhausts were filed 
from scrap plastic stem. 


Below: Next stage with the Nomad. The roughly shaped 
nose block is attached with a key into the fuselage. This 
is allowed to dry out before any shaping is attempted. A 
B-17 belly turret is seen on the right waiting to be fitted as 
_a nose turret. 
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SCIENCE EXHIBITION 


§ part of the 900th anniversary celebrations of West- 
minster Abbey an exhibition of science, medicine, 
and technology will be held in the Great Hall of West- 
minster School from August | until September 3 this year. 
Modern developments in astronomy, engineering, nuclear 
physics, chemistry, biology and geology, medicine and time 
will also be shown, Admission charges are 3s for adults 
and 1s 6d for children under 16. The school is adjacent to 
the Abbey and the nearest Underground stations are West- 
minster and St James’s Park. 
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immortal Jug 
Repusiic P-47 THUNDERBOLT. Published by Aero Publishers 

Inc, and distributed in UK hy W. E. Hersant Ltd, 228 

Archway Road, London N6, Price 23s 6d. 

HE ‘Jug’ as it was nicknamed, is a favourite subject 

for authors. More Thunderbolts were manufactured in 
World War 2 than any other American fighter so the 
favouritism is somewhat justified. Each successive book 
seems to throw a little more light on the subject and even 
if this is absent, there are more and more photographs 
becoming available to add to the modeller’s interest. 

The Aero Publishers efforts in this direction are well 
justified as they have, following the now well established 
pattern, included a large number of close-up photographs 
of various parts of the aircraft's anatomy. Interesting too 
is the appendix listing the seven P-47s still in existence in 
the US 

At 23s 6d this book is a trifle expensive when compared 
to the various others that exist on the same subject. It is, 
however, a useful addition to the model maker's library 
and should not be disregarded. 


Flying boats 
BRITISH FLYING Boats 1902-1952, by G. R. Duval. Published 
by Putnam & Co Ltd, 9 Bow Street, Covent Garden, 

London WC2, Price 50s. 

J. HIS book contains a record of all British flying boats 

and amphibians that flew from the very earliest days 
up to the gigantic Princess flying boats, the last of a long 
and very successful line. It is the first time that the flying 
boat has been recorded in this way and the book is very 
worthy of inclusion in the aerophile’s library. 

[t is interesting to reflect that this country was once the 
leading world power in the production of this type of air- 
craft and that it is only ten years since the last of the line 
was finally cocooned at Calshot. Many readers will re- 
member the graceful lines of the Princess flying boats at 
the SBAC show and mourn the demise of this sort of travel. 

Although interest in flying boats appears to be slightly 
increasing, there will never be such a hey-day as the pre- 
war era of the Empire boats of Imperial Airways and their 
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pioneering flights to the Far, Middle and Near East and to 
the United States. Many of us, too, will remember the 
Mayo and Mercury composite aircraft and the records they 
set up just prior to the war. All of these interesting facets 
of the subject are included in this book and it made very 
pleasant reading to remember some of the aircraft with 
which one first had an interest in aviation. 

In usual Putnam style the text is illustrated with three- 
view line drawings of excellent standard and a collection 
of photographs, many not previously published. Over 100 
aircraft are described and the appendices include lists of 
serial numbers and civil registrations, 


From the inside 


LOCOMOTIVE PANORAMA—VOLUME 2, by E. S. Cox. Published 
by Jan Allan Ltd, Terminal House, Shepperton, Middx. Price 
35s. 

OST railway enthusiasts have their own ideas about British 

Rail’s locomotive policy, BR standard designs, the quest 
for alternative forms of motive power and the change from 
steam to diesel. Much has been written about the subject but 
it is not very often we have the pleasure of reading an account 
by a confessed steam locomotive enthusiast who also happens 
to be BR's Assistant Chief Mechanical Engineer. The insight 

Mr Cox gives into BR policies since 1948 is fascinating indeed. 

Management changes that have beset BR since the fifties are 

described by someone who was intimately concerned with their 

application. He never fears giving bis own personal opinion 
and his thoughts and ideas are always worth reading. Also of 
great interest are his enlightening accounts of postwar visits 
to the railways of America, India, Africa and behind the Iron 
Curtain, 


Steam age 
BRITAIN’S RAILWAYS UNDER STEAM, by J. B. Snell. Published by 

Arthur Barker Ltd, 20 New Bond Street, London, W1. Price 

50s. 

[HE author has written a commendably compact and com- 

prehensive account of the construction and development, 

as well as some of the weaknesses of Britain’s railway system 
and its appearance and operation in the steam age. Develop- 
ment of the main line network with references to inter-company 
rivalries and the costly duplication of facilities and routes ts 
discussed under six regional headings, each with a well-drawn 
map. Equipment and operation is mainly centered on loco- 
motive design, train services and administration and a short 
separate chapter discusses aspects of the banishment of the 
steam locomotive. The 224 large size pages include over 170 
photographs. 


Boeing's half-century 
BOEING AIRCRAFT SINCE 1916, by Peter M. Bowers. Published 
by Putnam & Co Ltd, 9 Bow Street, Covent Garden, 

London WC2. Price 63s. 

*‘T ARGE oaks from little acorns grow’ is an apt saying 

—/ that can be applied to the Boeing Aircraft Corpora- 
tion. From very minor beginnings in a boat house on the 
shores of Lake Union, Seattle, the company has grown to 
one of the largest aircraft and missile manufacturers in the 
world and is now celebrating its fiftieth anniversary. 

The Boeing company has always been in the forefront 
of aviation research and development, and it has pioneered 
some of the greatest steps forward in this line including the 
all-metal transport and the four-engined monoplane 

Continued on page 382 
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announces 


an enlarged reprint of 
Heinz Nowarra’s 
THE MESSERSCHMITT 109—A 


This is a new edition, enlarged by sixteen pages. New negatives 


were made for all the hundreds of photographs, and new artwork 








and printing plates were made for the eight page colour section. 
It has been printed, and bound with real cloth on heavyweight 
mill board, by one of England’s top Master Printers. 








i cea ena A NEW chapter entitled “Special Versions” 


describes the use of the Me 109 as an 
é its ye ee , 4 { * ‘ iy 4 
VHE MESSERSCHMIIY 109 air-tug, its involvement with experimental 


~/A\ PAMOUS GERMAN FIOHTLR rocket projectiles, the butterfly tail, the 


development of external fuel tanks in an 
attempt to increase its limited range, and its 
use as a fighter-bomber. 

Yet another large new chapter, “Impact 
on the Allies”, by BRUCE ROBERTSON 
gives a most graphic account of the Me 109 as 
seen by its opposition on many ‘fronts’. There 
is the odd revelation that it was perhaps 
Russia, who did not enter the 1939-1945 war 
until mid-1941, which first had the chance to 
evaluate the Me 109 in combat conditions 
in the Spanish Civil War. The strange case of 
oon an 8 a | the British Sunderland flying-boat T 9046, 
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moored at Kalafrana, Malta, in early 1942, that collapsed and sank in a rising 
swell after being strafed by an Me 109. 

Europe—and tales of combat between the Me 109 and Curtis H-75C-1 
(Mowhawks when in R.A.F. service) of Escadrille G.C. 11/5, of Wellingtons 
of the R.C.A.F. homing on Wilhelmshafen, the cut and thrust of British and 
American long range bombers reaching out over German territory, and the 
importance of their targets—Regensburg Prufening, Augsburg, Meulan Les 
Mureaux, plants connected with the production of the Me 109! 


To brighter skies, and the astonishing list of aircraft abandoned to the 
Allies in Sicily, and the unenviable journey of three men in the cockpit of an 
Me 109 whilst evacuating North Africa. Yes, three men—cramped in a cockpit 
so small that R.A.F. pilots flying captured machines just couldn’t get the ‘lids’ 
down and flew without their seat parachutes! Details of comparison flights 
made with an Me 109G-6 and Spitfires L.F. IX and XVI and a Mustang F III 
are also a part of this informative chapter that gives the book a balanced history. 


We feel sure that this new chapter will be met with the same enthusiasm that 
we have experienced with a similar chapter written by BRUCE ROBERTSON 
for the earlier Harleyford book on the Focke-Wulf 190. 


FAMOUS GERMAN FIGHTER 


Finally, still another new feature, a complete list of all Me 109s brought 
down during the Battle of Britain, together with pilot names and squadron 
details, specially compiled by P. D. Cornwell. 

The book is the story of the Messerschmitt 109, the longest lived of all 
fighter aircraft, and commences with an introduction to Willy Messerschmitt 
and his early exploits in aviation. The influence of the Nazi party on his fortunes 
through his association with Rudolph Hess are described, along with the tech- 
nical achievements in the form of his ‘M’ line of aircraft which led up to the Bf 
108 ‘Taifun’. From here the story proceeds to the design and introduction of 
the 109 throughout its various experimental forms until, in 1937, the B-2 model 
appeared in use in Spain with the Condor Legion. The incorporation of lessons 
| learnt in the Spanish War and the expansion of the Luftwaffe are described 
| together with the appearance of the so-called ‘109R’ Model. 





| Operations involving the use of 109s in Poland, Norway, France, the 
| Battle of Britain, Africa, Russia, Greece and Yugoslavia are described, and 
details of developments of subsequent models are given. Experimental and 
| projected designs associated with the 109 are also a part of the text, together 
with the construction of derivatives in Spain and Czechoslovakia after 1945. 


| The book is illustrated by hundreds of photographs, many published for the 
first time. These illustrations are augmented by twenty-three 3-view 1/72 scale 
tone paintings covering all the important 109 models and a number of experi- 
mental variants. In tabular form is presented full data on the dimensions and 
performance of each of the Messerschmitt aircraft discussed, while a complete 
list of the top Axis aces who flew the Me 109 is provided. 


60/- (U.S.A. $10.00) postage, packing and insurance included. 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
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THIS FINE BOOK IS SIZE 83” WIDE X 111” DEEP AND NOW CONTAINS 
OVER 100,000 WORDS, NEARLY 400 PHOTOGRAPHS, 9 PAGES COLOUR 


AND 24 PAGES 1/72 SCALE 3-VIEW TONE PAINTINGS EACH 


WITH ONE WING AND THREE FUSELAGE SECTIONS. 
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Top: MV349, a Spitfire FRXIV of 
28 Sqn over Ipoh, 90 miles north of 
Kuala Lumpur, in December 1946. 
It has grey-green/grey finish with 
white A and bands. Crest appears on 
spearhead on tail. Picture by Jan 
Hossack. Above: Dakota II] FL367 
is interesting in that it has a two 
colour camouflage, unusual for this 
type, and (probably) dark grey under- 
surfaces. Serials on nose and tail are 
white and BV on the nose is possibly 
white or grey. Picture by P. A. 
Banks. 


Right: Two more P. A. Banks photos 

show a couple of RAF Marauders in 

the Middle East. Codes are T and X, 

but in the absence of legible serials 

the squadron cannot be identified. 
Does anyone know? 





From a batch of pictures sent in by 
Ray Staton we chose Above, top: 
Bombay L5845 with an off-white D 
aft of its roundel and would seem to 
be wearing standard two-tone brown 
camouflage and blue undersides at 
Wadi Tamet in 1942, Above: Blen- 
heim Vd BA6I2 with grey and green 
top surfaces atd liberal areas of white. 
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‘Photopage’ has now become a 
regular feature, and further pictures 
will be published as available. 
We would be pleased to consider 
any contributions from readers, 
particularly of squadron aircraft or 
interesting colour schemes, and a 
free Airfix kit will be awarded for 
each picture used. Would intending 
contributors please note, however, 
that photographs submitted should 
be private copyright. 

Owing to space limitations, it may 
be necessary to hold pictures for a 
few months before publication. To 
ensure safe return, please write your 
name and address on the back of each 
print. We cannot use press cuttings. 





Captions: M. J. F. BOWYER 





AIRFIX magazine 





a 


Top: Richard Nash sent us an inter- 
esting selection of FAA _ pictures 
taken by his father. Top: Seafire 
LA498, a Mk 45 of 771 Sqn in sky 
and very dark blue glossy finish, This 
finish was applied to several 771 
Sqn Seafires in 1947, Interesting is the 
fact that the serial range is outside 
the accepted range for this type. Note 
also) the pre-war pattern roundel. 
Above: /37:0 was a Seafire 47 of 
S04 San. HMS Ocean, in dark sea 
erey and sky finish flown by Nash's 
father. 





Above, top: Another P. A. Banks 
picture shows USAAF C-47, 349791, 
in desert brown upper and grey lower 
surfaces. R on the fin is grey; serial 
is yellow, Above, bottom: From Ray 
Staton again comes this view of Well- 
ington TIO, NA745, at Agir, Pales- 
tine, in 1947, It displays some unusual 
features which suggest it may have 
been used as a transport, the long 
window strip being _ particularly 
interesting. 
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Top: Another picture from Ray 
Staton shows a black and yellow 
striped Defiant target tug, AA5O7, at 
103 MU in 1943. Above: Very rare 
shot by P. Cutter shows an unusual 
Seafire A-D:304 in the Middle East 
or Italy. It is an ex-Spitfire, virtually 
ad hooked Mk IX and serial is 
obliterated. 








More R. Nash pictures show, Top: Sea Furies VW698, W665, VW587, of 
804 Sqn ashore at Castel Benito from HMS Glory in 1949. Centre: A very rare 
Swordfish picture shows an aircraft from 816 Sqn, 4/H, taking off from HMS 
Furious. Definitely a classic shot. Bottom: By contrast J. Anderson sent us 
this view of 898 Sqn Seahawks lined up on a carrier's flight deck in the ' fifties. 
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bomber. Such types as the P-12 and P-26 fighters, the B-17 
bombers and the post-war B-47 and B-52 jets have all added 
considerably to the advance of aeronautical knowledge. 
The Boeing 707 and 727 airliners like their predecessors, 
the Stratoliner and Stratocruiser, have led the world in 
comfort, speed and production numbers. 

All of the many Boeing successful and unsuccessful 
designs are included in this book and, although written in 
the form of a history, the essential details of performance 
and technical data have not been missed out. Included too 
are all one-off variants and modifications and the serial 
numbers and civil registrations of Boeing-produced aircraft 
in service throughout the world. 

Peter M. Bowers freely admits that his task of compiling 
this history has been made easier by the insistence of Boe- 
ing management in keeping records and photographs of 
their products. Judging by the excellence of some of these 
which illustrate the book their wisdom has not gone 
unwarranted, 


Latest on cars 
THE OBSERVER’S BOOK OF AUTOMOBILES, edited by L. A. 

Manwaring. Published by Frederick Warne & Co Ltd, 

Chandos House, Bedford Court, Strand, London WC2. 

Price 6s. 

VERY year since 1955, Warnes have included a pocket 
book devoted to automobiles in their extensive 
‘Observer’s Book’ series, recording the ever-increasing spate 
of new models in world markets and ‘face-lifts’ of existing 
models. Though intended for spotters, who wish to identify 
the cars they see around them, the book fills a useful second- 
ary function as a compact alphabetical reference book that 
will retain its value, historically speaking, long after the 
cars it records are scrapped or forgotten. 

Contents include numerous photographs, sketches of 
main design points or recognition features, and complete 
specifications of cars produced by 107 different manufac- 
turers all over the world. It includes cars that the average 
Britisher may never see in a lifetime, and others that may 
be so familiar as to be taken for granted. Also included 
are illustrations of makers’ badges, a history of the car, 
notes on registrations in many countries, styling notes, and 
a chapter on the petrol engine. All in all, this book is 
excellent value for beginner or expert. 


Suicide planes 
KAMIKAZE. Published by Aero Publishers Inc, 329 Aviation 

Road, Fallbrook, Calif. Distributed in UK by W. E. 

Hersant Ltd, 228 Archway Road, Highgate, London N6. 

Price 23s 6d. 

a Germany and Japan sought means to effectively 

stem the tide of Allied advance towards the end of 
World War 2. They both came to the same conclusion that 
suicide attacks might prove the answer, though the Japanese 
went further with this idea and actually produced in 
quantity an aircraft with the capabilities. 

For this reason the book ‘Kamikaze’, recently available 
in this country, devotes much of its space to the Japanese 
OKA suicide flying bomb. In an introduction by Edward 
T. Maloney, Curator of the Air Museum, a history of the 
OKA bomb is given with details of the construction and 
warhead. A Japanese Naval Ensign, Mitsuo Ota, was the 
designer of the weapon and the command of the units using 
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it was vested in Captain Motoharu Akamura. He set up 
training units and bases in Japan and the Japanese-held 
islands, and the first known Kamikaze attacks were launched 
during the American invasion of Okinawa when four US 
carriers were badly damaged. 

The Germans on the other hand had to reckon with 
Hitler as well as their desire to halt the Allied advance. 
Two types of aircraft were developed for suicide attacks. 
These were the Bachem Natter and the piloted version of 
the VI flying bomb. The former didn’t reach production 
status by the time hostilities ceased, only 36 having been 
produced, and in the case of the V1, Hitler ordered that 
they should not be used. 

This book, apart from the descriptive passages on the 
three aircraft consists mostly of first rate pictures suitable 
for model makers. Also with the model maker in mind a 
concluding chapter mentions the kits available. 


North Eastern locos 


LOCOMOTIVES AT THE GROUPING, No 2 LONDON & NOorTH 
EASTERN RAILWAY, by H. C. Casserley & S. W. Johnston. 
Published by Ian Allan Ltd, Terminal House, Shepperton, 
Middx. Price 25s. 


oe in this survey of locomotives at the 1923 Grouping 
deals with the constituent companies of the LNER. The 
first and main part of the book gives details of every class in 
alphabetical order under the classification scheme applied by 
the LNER. The second part lists the LNER running numbers 
both at grouping and following the renumbering scheme in 
1946. There are twenty-four pages of illustrations showing a 
wide variety of locomotives including lesser known types. 


Australian airmen 


Tue Aviators, by William Joy. Published by Angus and Robert- 
son, 54-58 Bartholomew Close, London, EC1. Price 27s 6d. 


ta Australians have played a great part in the history and 
development of the aeroplane. Such names as Hinkler, 
Kingsford Smith, Ulm, Hubert Wilkins, Ross and Keith Smith 
have added chapters of untold courage and devotion to the 
fascinating story of aviation since the first flight of the Wright 
brothers. 

Australians saw from the first the advantage of using aircraft 
for transport in their continent and have seen to it that they are 
well to the fore in present day civil operations. This book tells 
the story of a few of the pioneers of Australian birth who have 
blazed the trail with their inter-continental journeys and 
journeys across the oceans and wastes of the Arctic. 

It is an interesting story and one which makes good reading. 
There are many interesting, serious and oft times humorous 
passages relating to these epic flights from the earliest flight in 
Australia to some of the award winning deeds of Australian 
airmen in World War 2. 


Diesel guide 
British Raw Diese. Locomotives. Published by Ian Allan Ltd, 
Terminal House, Shepperton, Middx. Price 3s. 


os latest edition of this booklet can be spotted on the book- 
stalls by its green and blue cover. All the 50 illustrations are 
new but there are comparatively few alterations to stock to 
report from the last edition. Most important are 50 Type Is 
and nine Type 3s from English Electric, eight Brush Type 4s, 
one Clayton Type 1 and mention is made of an order for 
English Electric Type 4s similar to the trial locomotive DP2. 
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Above: The large capacity single deck ‘B’ Type contrasts with the simpler version described in our June issue. Note the 
enclosed rear platform, longer and wider body, and the half-partition on the platform. 





HE 26-SEAT ‘B’ 


YPE 





ANOTHER BUS CON aw DESCRIBED BY NORMAN SIMMONS 


HOPED readers would fill in the 

gaps in the article on the single 
deck ‘B’ Type bus in the June, 1966, 
issue and this has certainly proved to 
be the case. Two rear view illustra- 
tions have been discovered which 
alter somewhat my ideas about these 
vehicles. Together with further re- 
search still being undertaken, it 15 
hoped eventually to provide revised 
and more authentic information in 4 
forthcoming issue. 

Meanwhile, as promised, we can 
turn our attention to another “B’ Type 
single decker, the 26-seater. This had 
a straight-sided body reminiscent of 
the lower leck of a ‘K’ and had an 
enclosed rear platform. An excellent 
photograph of one of these buses 
appears in London Bus and Tram 
Album published by Ian Allan and 
an offside view appears of page 371 
of the November, 1963, issue of Buses 
Illustrated. 

The basis of this model is, of 
course, the Airfix ‘B’ Type double 
decker bus kit. Begin by cutting off 
the stepped sides and ends of the 
lower deck floor, part 5, leaving just 
the centre section | 7/16 inches wide. 
Now assemble the chassis, stages 12, 
14 to 19 inclusive of the Airfix in- 
struction sheet. 

Cut off the lower side panels of 
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Above: This view shows the com- 

pletely altered front end. Note the 

higher bulkhead, four windows, and 

headlamps under the roof. There are 

route number boards on each side of 
the roof. 


the body, parts 2 and 4, 3/32 inch 
below the windows and replace with 
a ¢ inch strip of 0.40 inch plastic 
card. Trim the rear end of the offside 
body side to leave a window frame 
just over 1/16 inch thick, ie, to match 
the other three window frames. Wheel 
arches have to be cut, as in this 
model the body extends over the 
wheels. To mark out the arches, draw 
a vertical line 22 inches from the 
edge of the body, extend the line 9/16 
inch below the body and strike a 
circle of } inch radius. This should 
give a segment of a circle about an 
inch wide at the base and 3/16 inch 
high at the appropriate part of the 
body. 

The front bulkhead, part 6, is 
radically restyled since it has four 
equal sized windows, about 11/32 
inch high and the sides should be 
straight. Cut off the bottom } inch 
and replace with a 24 inch strip 0.40 
inch plastic card. Cut out the middle 
two window frames and increase the 
depth of the centre window so that 
the base is level with the left hand 
window. Then build up the lower 
level of the right hand window to the 
same height. Block in the small win- 
dow on the bottom left hand side. 
Cement three vertical window frames 
cut from thin strips of 0.40 inch 
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plastic card. 

Only the nearside portion of the 
rear end to the lower saloon, part 16, 
is required and the offside portion 
should be removed by cutting across 
the arch. Cut off the lower ; inch, 
replace with plastic card, and reduce 
the depth of the window by 3/16 
inch, simply by blocking in the lower 
part with a strip of plastic card. 

The floor has to be widened to 2} 
inch, and this I did with two strips 
of 0.40 inch black plastic card, 23/32 
inch wide spacer 13/16 inch apart 
and cemented each side of the re- 
maining portion of the floor, part 5. 
Locate the sides to mark out the posi- 
tion of the rear wheels and cut 1 inch 
x 4 inch slots each side of the floor. 
Now the two body sides and ends 
can be assembled and cemented to 
the floor. 

The enclosed rear platform is built 
up of 0.40 inch plastic card. Extend 
the offside by 13/16 inch cutting out 
the top light and main window to 
match the others along the side. The 
platform floor is 13/16 inch x 1} inch, 
trimmed in the nearside front corner 
to fit around the rear end of the 
saloon. The rear end, 1} inch wide, 
has the top shaped to match the 
curve of the roof. The two top lights 
match those in the side and the depth 
of the main windows is about ¢ inch. 

The square sided front seat is just 
over 1% inch wide. Cut off both the 
4 inch ‘projecting ends of part 26 and 
use these pieces to build up the 
tapered ends to give a square front 
to the seat. The seat can now be 


1 
bie ae - * 
Pe Gee 
eat ar. ese iy 
=r Zz oF a 


August, 1966 








fiat ak 


Top: The large capacity single deck ‘B’ Type 


(right) compared with the model 


described in June. Note that the canopy supports in the 26-seater are ‘solid’ 

instead of open. Shape be better seen in picture opposite. Also note that the 

mudguards are more circular at the lower end than those of the standard 

vehicle. Above: /nterior view shows seats and rear platform arrangement. 

Below: Constructional details including modified front bulkhead and new 
straight sides made from plastic card or cardboard. 


cemented in place and two side pieces 
3 inch x 7/16 inch cut from 0.40 inch 
plastic card cemented at either side. 
These buses were supposed to be 
26-seaters. I have been unable to 
establish how the seats were placed 
and it is difficult to imagine how 26 
seats were crammed into the space 
available. However, I have assumed 
that there were at least four rows, 
two seats either side of the gangway 
in the fore part, and longitudinal 





bench seats in the rear. The bench 
seats on the offside rear most prob- 
ably extended to the end of the plat- 
form. I used top deck seats for the 
side by side seats and found it neces- 
sary to remove about 1/16 inch to 
avoid too much congestion in the 
gangway. That is was necessary to do 
this may be an indication that the 
body as built. on this model is too 
narrow but it has not been possible 
to confirm this. 

A double step leads up to the rear 
platform. This was made by adding 
a second step made from 0.40 inch 
plastic card cemented to the Airfix 
step, part 77, which has been reduced 
in width to ¢ inch. A piece of card 
* inch wide at the top tapering to 
7/16 inch at the base and 13/16 inch 
long was cemented in place to re- 
present the step guard. 

The roof is the standard lower deck 
roof, part 23, extended at the rear, 
to cover the platform, with 0.40 inch 
plastic card. The ribbed top deck 
centre gangway must be removed and 
the two slots filled in with plastic 
putty. 

Construction of a chassis and 
driver's controls can follow the rele- 
vant Airfix instruction for these parts. 
Finally, side route number boards 
and a forward route indicator made 
from plastic card can be fitted in 
place. No rear indicator appeared to 
be carried on the roof. 
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Model aircraft help the air industry; this scale replica of a Lockheed C-130K shows how the aircraft will look in RAF finish. 


TINCE my memory started 
working, May has always 
been a month packed with 
interest. Before the war it 
brought the exciting Empire 
Air Day. That was by far the 
best of events of its like 
because, before it took place, 
there would be so much 
practising and advertising of 
the event. When the mono- 
planes began to filter into the 
squadrons, the tempo further 
increased and the 1939 Empire 
Air Day must surely rank as 
one of the highlights of the 
display era. Well can I recall 
my visit to Duxford to see 19 
Squadron’s Spitfires, newly 
painted and carrying their WZ 
coding. In those days cameras 
were quite taboo, and nobody 
pointed his lens at them. 

A year later all had been transformed, for this was the 
May of disaster. Colours were changing and many aecro- 
planes one had seen training were no more, or were 
engaged in bitter strife. Amongst them was Spitfire K9942 
which, surprisingly, appeared in the static park at this 
year’s Lakenheath Armed Forces show. It is currently 
painted in green and brown camouflage and has authentic 
black and white under-surfaces, the colours it was wearing 
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Colours and 


markings— 
Summer ‘6 


in May, 1940, when sometimes 


in the hands of Flight 
Lieutenant J. B. Nicolson, VC, 
it made several patrols over 
Dunkirk as a machine of 72 
Squadron. It is now coded 
RN-V (the letters are white, 


but should be mid-grey) and 
its appearance is marred by a 
sky tail band. It is doubtful, 
too, whether it had a yellow 
surround to its underwing 
roundels in 1940. K9942’s battle 
career was short lived, for it 
sweated out the summer of 
1940 at 7 OTU and later flew 
with 47, and then 53 OTU. 

There can be no denying that 
May and June, 1966, have been 
packed with interest for enthu- 
siasts and model makers alike, 
bringing a variety of shows and 
interest that in today’s chilly 
aeronautical climate, could hardly have been bettered. 
Profile has therefore decided to forgo its usual style, and 
to wallow in the sunshine and consider the sights which 
were offered. 

May 21 would possibly have been Empire Air Day, but 
in 1966 it was celebrated by the first of the Armed Forces 
Day shows and so I set off early for Mildenhall. The way 
in made an awe inspiring start, routed as it was by three 
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much modified KC-135s. 10293, light dreary grey overall 
retaining the refuelling boom, would be a simple topic to 
fashion from the Airfix Boeing 707. Resting aloof was a 
WC-135, 12673, overall silver and with the black stripe and 
yellow WEATHER marking on its fin. A hefty radome 
hung beneath the nose and there were many other sundry 
aerials. Another and more immaculate KC-135 on show 
was 10282 whose polished metal finish was topped by a 
white fuselage top and tail, above a thin blue cheat line. 
The Stars and Stripes was painted on the fin. 

Still faithfully serving was a ‘Gooney-Bird’, O-48251, the 
top half of the fuselage being white above a black cheat 
line. The remainder of the fuselage was light bluish grey, 
which also covered the rudder and wing, and tail under- 
surfaces. The engine nacelles, too, were grey with black 
undersurfaces to cheat the exhaust gases. Cowling and gills 
were polished natural finish. Most of the existing C-47s 
appear to differ in colouring detail. 

KC-135, 10262, next attracted my attention. Apart from 
its serial it was dirty grey overall. Each wing tip mounted 
a curious probe structure, likewise the fin tip, and it was 
liberally decorated with aerials. The air policeman guarding 
it stoically knew ‘nothing about it’! 

Nearby were a couple of Lightning 3s of 23 Squadron. 
It seemed miraculous that in today’s tight budget era these 
were able to make the journey from Leuchars so far south. 
Alan Hall, in our last issue, remarked upon the sparseness 
of their unit markings, a feature which all the Lightning 
squadrons have now had to concede to. Rumours that the 
cost of paint must be cut might provide the answer as to 
why, whereas a more ominous suggestion that fighters may 
be following the bombers and shedding their squadron 
colours in favour of Central Servicing and anonymity 
seems more likely. This deplorable move, if it came about, 
could only destroy further morale and standards. All of the 
Shackletons at the recent displays were without squadron 
numbers, incidentally. 

Both 23 Squadron’s Lightnings, XP737:L and XP759:J, 
carried Firestreaks. Squadron colours remained, reduced 
in size and shorn of the white tail and spine features. 
No 56 Squadron showed XR718:C at Lakenheath on June 
ll which retained the nose arrow emblem, etc, but had 
a bare metal fin with a small phoenix motif on a white 
disc. ‘C’ appeared in black at her fin tip. The wing refuelling 
probe was black, “Treble-One’ has lost its striking yellow 
and black tailed decoration and reverted to a form similar 
to that featured by the Airfix kit, while the new Mk 6s of 
5 Squadron at Binbrook have nose colours and a simple 
tail crest. XM174 of the Lightning Conversion Unit, recently 
displayed, have borne the markings of 145 Squadron, as 
illustrated. 

There can be no denying that what really appealed at 
Mildenhall were the exotic types like the US Navy's C-131F 
and another C-131 with two APUs beneath the wing roots, 
and of course the camouflaged aircraft making their public 
debut in Britain. So far these still seem few, but 48 TFW 
managed to exhibit an F-100D-85-NA at Mildenhall with 
a small black fin serial O-52809. The introduction of the 
‘O’, which it is tempting to say means obsolescent, is due 
to there being in service aircraft with serial allocations from 
Fiscal Years °45, °55 and ’°65—which could lead to allocation 
and accounting confusion. This F-100 carried the usual 
styling of camouflage for its breed, consisting of two tones 
of green and one of brown. Its underside which, at almost 
every glance, gave a convincing display of white, is officially 
August, 1966 
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Above, top to bottom: Lockheed C-I30E, 37822, was seen 

at Lakenheath. Spitfire K9942:RN-V, as exhibited at Laken- 

heath, A grey and white F-4C of 81 TFW. A camouflaged 

F-100D, O-52809, which appeared at the Mildenhall Show. 
C-47, O-48251, also seen at Mildenhall. 


listed as ‘gray’. When the white of the US insignia is com- 
pared with the undersurface colour it will be seen that 
indeed the undersides are grey—just. The camouflage 
colours have been sprayed on and mostly merge in a 
manner similar to that of the wartime Luftwaffe aircraft. 
Such colour renderings that have as yet appeared in print 
leave much to be desired, but colour transparencies seem 
to capture the colours reasonably well. 

In many respects the Americans present a curious 
approach to military matters. Whilst one can buy elaborate 
hand-book guides to the USAF their security system often 
seems to blanket almost identical material. It was surprising, 
to say the least, to find that the USAF has gone so far as 
to camouflage its aeroplanes then to write the details of the 
paints used on the aircraft! Two F-4s were on show at 
Bentwaters wearing these details on the rear fuselage. 40866 
was painted grey and white, listed as ‘522-004 Light Gull 
Gray’ and ‘521-002 White’. Letters and numbers were mostly 
black or red. Wing control upper surfaces were white and 
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PROFILE—Continued 


the national insignia was of the usual large size. The white 
tail slabs had natural] finish inner sections the rudder was 
white and wing leading edge was silver. Undercarriage wells 
were glossy white, radome black and arrester hook also. 

Camouflage is slowly being applied to the 81st’s Phantoms, 
to a set pattern. Official listing of the colours was ‘30219 
Tan’, ‘34079 Dark Green’ and 34102 Green’ with under- 
surfaces being ‘36622 Gray’. US insignia is much reduced 
in size on the camouflaged aircraft with 14 inch wide red- 
white-blue striping flanking a star on an 8} inch disc. These 
measurements applied to the wing markings. All colours 
are matt, although some glossy white drop tanks were seen. 
Fin serials are now very small, and no unit markings are 
carried yet. Camouflage extends into the intakes as far as 
the point where the wing leading edge joins the fuselage, 
aft of which the engine chamber is glossy white. The bare 
metal strip around each tail slab is retained, also a black 
arrester hook and red turbine warning line. A special metal 
leading edge to the wing causes the camouflage there to be 
of a darker shade. The Phantom will, incidentally, be fully 
featured in our next Profile. 

Changes seem not to have affected the RAF’s Jet Provosts, 
judging by XP632 seen at Bentwaters. It had a black 30 
on its nose and fin tip, and was liberally covered in triple 
stripe of red dayglow. 

Most of the major shows of the season have attracted 
the Red Arrows, the CFS team. Again, they are flying all- 
red Gnat Trainers, the same aircraft they used last year. 
Such differences as exist are few, but each Gnat features a 
Union Jack above its fin flash outlined white in lieu of the 
CFS crest which is now carried on either side of the nose. 
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Above, top to bottom: C-47/J, 39080, in silver and white 
finish, originally known as an R4D-8, and seen at Milden- 
hall. It has the modified fin and engines of the Super 
Dakota. Jet Provost T4, XP632, flies past at Bentwaters. 
F-104G Starfighter, 9175, of the Luftwaffe. XN387, born as 
a Whirlwind HAS7 appeared at the Garden Party fitted 
with a Gnome and operated by Westland Aircraft. Left, 
top to bottom: The Luftwaffe Starfighter seen at Wethers- 
field. Nose anti-dazzle panel was bright green, and 9175 
appeared beneath the fin flash in small characters. Lightning 
FIA, XMI73, of the Lightning Conversion Unit (226 OCU), 
wearing the markings of 145 Sqn. Lightning F3, XP759, 
J of 23 Sqn, May 1966. A close-up of the sword and cross 
fin insignia painted on XM173. The eagle crest carried on 
XP759. Drawings by A. M. Alderson. 
The pilot’s name is painted in white, along with the crew 
chief's, on the fuselage starboard side. Sqn Ldr A. E. Storer 
and Fit Lt F. J. Hoare pointed out that to bring the Airfix 
Gnat into line with the team’s aircraft it is necessary to 
delete the wing tanks and special attachment points, raise 
the ejector seat making the head rest pads higher, fit UHF 
aerials leaning slightly outwards above the rear fuselage, 
and add two smoke pipes on each side of the fuselage rear 
underside. Another UHF aerial is fitted below the centre 
of the fuselage. Overall red glossy finish remains, and the 
serials are blue. A ‘normal’ CFS Gnat appeared at the 
RAeS Garden Party at Cranfield. This had complete day- 
glow red nose, wing tips and tail unit and had the jllus- 
trated old-style CFS nose marking. XP501, it had 96 on its 
nosewheel door. 


Choicest item at the Lakenheath display was a 
C-130E-90-LM, 63-7822A, with 37822 on its fin in black. 
But its fascination was, again, its camouflage. Once more 
this was green, dark green and tan, and its off-white under- 
surfaces seemed slightly more grey than those on the 
fighters. The nose radome was all-green and a wavy line 
termination to the wing leading edge was applied. Spinners 
were black and long-range tanks were camouflaged with wavy 
line grey undersurfaces. Inside, the aircraft was mainly in 
bare metal finish, and its net seats were red. A small 516 
TCW crest was positioned on the inside of a cockpit window 
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—a relief, for this would seem to be the only machine 
camouflaged and defeating the ‘no unit marking’ rule. We 
contacted Lockheed for a photograph to show the 
camouflage pattern for the upper areas of the C-130, but 
none was available. Instead the manufacturers went one 
better—and supplied the heading photograph showing the 
pattern to be applied to the RAF’s C-130Ks, apparently in 
England. It would seem to be a grey-green-silver scheme; 
it will be interesting to see if that depicted is chosen! 

Another camouflaged F-100, this time an F-100F-11-NA, 
0-63848, was in the static park at Lakenheath. With it was 
a selection of possible weapon loads including Sidewinder 
and Bullpup. These were also on show by an F-100 at 
Wethersfield, where an interesting feature was the appli- 
cation on a few silver F-100s of small squadron markings 
on the nose in blue for 55 Squadron and red for 79. 

The Wethersfield display had, as its juiciest item, RA-3B 
144827 from VAP-62. Late in the show it left for its present 
base, Rota in Spain. As a US Navy aeroplane it was of 
considerable interest. Its paint scheme was inscribed as 
“White-Gray Miul-C-22750A, Gray P-N-4-X-78, Red 
P-N-4-R-20’ and was applied at ‘NAS Alameda 2/16/66’. 
On its nose and rear fuselage 11 appeared in black. Armed 
with eleven cameras poking out through many windows 
clustered forward it was in excellent condition, and obviously 
had not done many—if any—deck landings. Few who 
enjoyed its rarity could have guessed that only pure chance 
brought it to the show. The crew told me, before they left. 
that they were just visiting and were quite amazed to find 
it featured in the Open House! Another visitor was a 
Luftwaffe F-104G with 9175, its airframe serial, beneath 
the fin flash. It was camouflaged dark green and dark grey 
and had silver undersides. The nose radome was light grey 
and the anti-dazzle panel a bright shade of green. Nose 
letters DA-253 were 16 inches high, and the German crosses 
27+ inches across at their widest points. 

Rounding off the season came the RAeS Garden Party 
packed with interest and a strong whiff of the past. The 
Gladiator performed as only its breed could, Its finish is 
quite authentic, likewise that of the Hart, ]9941—although 
I have still a feeling that its 57 should be green and not 
vellow. Both are easy subjects to model from the Airfix kits 
if you have a steady hand for painting. Another and unusual 
item was a Whirlwind (presumably a MK 9), XN387, which 
was an HAS 7 re-engined with a Gnome. Its midnite-blue 
finish was liberally over-painted with orange dayglow, and 


IN THE AIR—Continued 


the cargo/passenger hold to the flight deck it is pleasant 
to move about without knocking one’s knees, 

At the press conference after the flight it was revealed 
that the jigs at Belfast were being taken up and Shorts saw 
no possibility of being able to secure further orders for their 
aircraft. A bid had been made to BEA with the suggestion 
that a Belfast should be used to try out ideas of air-bus 
operations and one could easily realise the potential of the 
Belfast after having flown in it and seen the capacity. BEA, 
although interested, turned down the idea and this coupled 
with the failure to sell Belfasts to Alaska Airways decided 
Short’s management to give up any ideas of further pro- 
duction. 

The Belfast will be the first RAF aircraft to employ 
fully automatic landing. It was also stated at the press con- 
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Top: ¥R540 of the Red Arrows in the 1966-style marking. Above: 
The CFS nose marking as applied to XP501, 


it bore a RESCUE inscription and ROYAL NAVY, but was 
brought to Mk 9 standard. Another possible subject for kit 
conversion was the Wasp XT779. Like the Scout we recently 
featured, it had non-tapering jet pipes. UHF nose aerials 
and the old type bulged stretcher casings. 

During my visits I spared myself a few nostalgic moments 
away from my friends to visualise those far off days when 
I used to thrill to the sight of the Heyfords around the 
hangars at Mildenhall, and to recall those oft paid visits 
to 149 Squadron’s Wellingtons, What a staggering contrast 
today’s KC-135s would have made alongside L4272:LY-G, 
later OJ-A, one of the Wellingtons used on the first raid 
of the war. I remembered, too, the Lancasters of 
1§ Squadron which dispersed where that WC-135 was 
standing, and LM113, my old friend LS-K. At Lakenheath, 
resting on its sandy wastes, it didn't need much imagination 
to picture the Horsas awaiting D-Day where the huge 
hospital now stands, and better still the OJ Stirlings and 
my favourite of them all, OJ-F:EF336. Cranfield I shall 
always associate with the Spitfire XIV, for it was there that 
I recorded the oft mentioned DL-F:RB174. There were 
about 300 aircraft there that day, some eight weeks after 
D-Day—Spitfires, Beaufighters, Mustangs, Mosquitoes and 
a sprinkling of Wellington XVIs and Beauforts. If only, 
if only, someone had used a camera on all these. Yet—even 
with these magic eyes we can never actually record the 
thrill of it. Models to a degree help to capture this, and 
certainly the treasured diary. But only in your own mind 
can you record that indefinable state of how moved you 
really felt! M. J. F. Bowyer 





ference that over 40 such landings had been made at RAE 
Bedford recently under the direction of the Blind Landing 
Experimental Unit and that all of these had been success- 
ful. The aircraft used was XR364 and after the first two 
landings using leader cables the rest had been completed 
using the ILS localiser. 

Test pilot Dennis Taylor confirmed that the Belfast had 
been having both drag and handling problems. Various 
modifications had been made to the aircraft to bring it up 
to the RAF specification and these had proved successful. 
They included the addition of large strakes under the rear 
fuselage and wing vortex generators. Subsequent tests had 
proved that both these measures were satisfactory but were 
more than required. Wind tunnel tests had been completed 
and further modifications were being made which would 
result in the Belfast having a range of 3,450 miles carrying 
a payload of 30,000 Ib at a speed of 278 knots, and a 
height of 18,500 feet. 
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New kits and models 


ee 


THREE MORE MAGNIFICENT MEN 


THREE more quarter scale models from the new manu- 

facturer Inpact have brought the total now available 
to six finely detailed replicas of the aircraft used in the film. 
Each of the new releases is up to the standard of its 
predecessors and has the canvas texture of wings and 
fuselage moulded on to the surface. Each figure is also 
well modelled and can be included as part of the finished 
job rather than politely discarded as in most kits where 
a pilot is supplied. 

The three new kits are of the Avro Triplane, Bristol 
Boxkite and Avro Biplane. They have respectively 70, 72 
and 56 parts, all moulded in a light, brown plastic which 
nearly represents the colour of varnished spruce or fabric. 
The wheels with their uncovered spokes are made from 
clear plastic which, after the tyres have been painted on, 
look very realistic. 

There is little or no fault to find with the Inpact series. 
We now look forward to seeing what they will produce 
next. Obviously, the standard scales are either 1:72 or 1:48 
and it would be very useful to have another manufacturer 
producing high quality kits to get a few of the gaps filled 
in, perhaps with a range of very early aircraft. Maybe Inpact 
will take a leaf from the Japanese book by producing both 
scales of the same model, It would be most useful and 
certainly satisfy the varied tastes of the many aircraft 
modellers now taking up the hobby. A.W.H. 


IROQUOIS FROM AURORA 


HIS kit has been on the market before. It appeared 
several years ago and was, at the time, one of the best 
that Aurora had produced. Now they have bettered them- 
selves by re-releasing it to an even more improved standard. 
There are few quarter scale models of helicopters on the 
market and this ome is amongst the best. The 95 parts 
moulded in dark green plastic fit well together. There should 
be no difficulties for the beginner and we completed the 
assembly in a very short while, Careful attention should be 
paid to the assembly of the rotor head, but other than this 
the job was an easy one. 

Although there are few real criticisms of this model, one 
can find a few faults in it without too much difficulty but 
these should not deter the average mode] maker. Aurora 
obviously market their products for youngsters as the whole 
approach seems inclined that way. The kit, for example, 18 
labelled ‘Cobra copter’ presumably to make the difference 
from the previous Iroquois kit; the nose antennae have been 
missed off, and finally I wonder who put the markings on 
the wrong way up in the photograph of the completed model 
in the instruction sheet! 

The differences between this kit and its predecessor are 
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mainly in armament. Nord SS11 missiles or unguided missile 
packs are added to the fuselage sides and machine guns on 
rotating mountings have been added to the cockpit entrances. 
Our sample was supplied by Warbirds, 1172 Fort Street, 
Lincoln Park, Michigan, 48146, USA. 

At $0.98 this is a good kit and a useful one for any 1:48 
scale collection. Postage is $0.50 in USA and $1 elsewhere, 
and this can be paid by international money order. A.W.H. 


THIS MONTH'S TRANSFERS 


OTH Stein Associates and ABT have issued new sets of 

transfers this month. ABT have provided their first 
1:48 scale sheet for a French Navy Corsair at the time of 
the Suez landings and have duplicated these markings, 
together with some for a Hawker Seahawk, in 1:72 scale. 
They have also issued a set of Spad XIII markings for five 
separate French aces during World War 1. Each sheet is 
contained in a clear plastic envelope together with directions 
for camouflage patterns and a history of the subject. There 
is no doubt that of all the new companies engaged on 
transfer manufacture they are the best as far as packaging 
is concerned and in most cases they also have the edge over 
their contemporaries in quality. The Seahawk and Corsair 
transfers are suitable for application to the relevant Airfix 
models, though the Corsair needs modifying to be strictly 
accurate, 

Stein have produced an excellent sheet containing 
hundreds of unit and squadron insignia but have put both 
1:72 and 1:48 scales together, The modeller usually wants 
either one or the other but very rarely both and he may 
quibble at having to buy both sets at the same time. From 
the quality point of view these new transfers are excellent. 
They include markings for both wars and for many types 
of aircraft. 
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Above: The new Iroquois helicopter from Aurora, 
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Items from the Roco Minitanks range shown above include: M38 Jeep, 


M36 Tank Destroyer, Dump Truck, mortar 


crewmen, and German and Soviet insignia. 


Included among the subjects are markings for Caldwell’s 
Spitfire IX and “The Flying Undertaker’ Mustang, both 
applicable to Airfix models. ABT transfers cost 3s 6d per 
sheet and can be obtained from BMW Models of Wimble- 
don. The Stein sheet costs $0.50 and is obtainable from 
Warbirds of Michigan who supplied our sample. Postage 
for this is $0.50 or equivalent. A.W.H. 


IMPY INTRODUCED 


A COMPLETELY new series of die-cast scale model cars 
has just been released by Lone Star Products Ltd, 
previously more famous for their miniature railways and 
toy guns. The new models are made under the trade-mark 
Impy and the first release of eight well-known cars include 
replicas of the Jaguar Mk X, Ferrari GT, Chrysler Imperial, 
Ford Corsair, Ford Zodiac Estate, motorway patrol] version 
of the Zodiac, WW Microbus, and Mercedes 220SE. Though 
these are not to a constant scale, they average out at about 
1:60 and look correct in relation to each other. Features 
on every model include opening doors, and opening boot 
and bonnet wherever applicable. There are also rubber tyres 
and full interiors in each. Our samples of the Corsair and 
VW were very neat and modellers requiring model cars 
to a scale between the popular OO and O gauge sizes 
should find these very acceptable. Available from most 
toyshops, they come at 2s 11d each. COZ. 


PEGGY IN PLASTIC 


HE first twin engined aircraft to appear on the market 

from the Japanese manufacturer LS is the Ki 67 Peggy. 
This kit, which is to 1:75 scale is, like its contemporaries 
of excellent value, slightly expensive by normal standards 
but, nevertheless, one which cannot be missed out of a 
collection. 

It has 139 parts which include several ground crew, a 
bomb trolley and a petrol bowser. Flaps, ailerons and 
bomb doors operate, and there is provision for adding two 
small electric motors into the engine nacelles. 

The kit made up well but some of the parts were very 
fiddley to get in place, Detailing is good and, unlike most 
other models, the rivet lines are let into the surface and 
not raised. They look very good this way round and the 
standard is to be commended to other manufacturers. 

Those who do not understand Japanese will find the 
instruction sheet a bit of a headache, but a close study and 
identification of the parts will help towards correct assembly. 

The price of this kit is $2.50 and it can be obtained from 
Warbirds who supplied our sample. Address and postage 
is given in the [Iroquois review. A.W.H. 
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ROCO RANGE 


LLUSTRATED above are several items from the Roco- 

Peetzy Minitank range. These are now being imported 
by Model Products Ltd, who distribute them to the model 
trade. For those who have not seen them before—they ve 
been on sale overseas for some time—the models come 
ready-made in plastic, though they are, in fact, made in 
snap-together components and can be taken apart. 

Since they are to HO (1:90) scale, they do not look in 
proportion alongside Airfix models, but there are several 
items that will be of use to the OO modeller, and the 
Minitanks are, of course, worth collecting in their own 
right. 

The range is too large to list individually. but catalogues, 
price 3d (postage extra), and nearly all the models are 
available from Auto Models, 70 Finsbury Pavement, Lon- 
don, EC3. C.0.E. 


MILITARY MODELLING —continucc 


I have used horses from the Airfix arab set and made 
riders from the lower half of a US Cavalry figure and the 
upper half of a 1914 soldier, It would be quite feasible 
to make a complete cavalry squadron of lancers or hussars. 

I find that the other Airfix horses from various sets are 
just right as mules, which the British army of 1914-18 used 
in thousands. The illustrations show a Vickers or Maxim 
machine gun team transported by mule. In this connection 
it can be mentioned that the hand-grenade thrower makes 
a first-class mule driver, struggling with his reins. Mules 
were also used to draw the widely used GS wagon. 

Infantry companies used these to transport supplies, 
ammunition, and bedding but the widest users were the 
divisional transport columns of the ASC. GS wagons were 
seen everywhere in France. A very reasonable model can 
be made from the Airfix wagon train outfit. Cut down the 
body height to 8 mm. and assemble the wagon in the 
normal way. The recess beneath the seat is filled with 
Plasticine and the front bogie is inserted there rather than 
in the locating hole provided. Two horses are required to 
pull it, and a spare front wheel was often located imme- 
diately behind the seat. 

A companion wagon was the supply limber, a light open 
cart trailed behind another limber. The US Civil War can- 
non limbers are used for these. Simply cut away the sides 
of the limber box and then build up new sides all round 
to a height of 5 mm. taking up the entire floor area, This 
is done to two limbers, one of them retaining its shafts and 
the other having the shaft modified as a tow-bar. The limber 
could be released when required. 
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Letters to the Editor can only be answered in the 
magazine. Readers whose letters are published 
each receive a free Airfix plastic construction kit 


of their choice. We are always pleased to receive 


Letters to fee 


the Editor 





Lazy modeller 

S a dedicated but lazy modeller from 

the brass sheet days, | think plastic 
kits were invented for me! However, 
even confining myself to cars, l°am hard 
put to keep up with new Airfix kits 
without becoming involved with much in 
the way of heavy conversion work—as In 
AIRFIX magazine for April 1966, where 
a Mini was converted to an Elf. But it’s 
nice to read about such industrious 
modellers. 

[| did not think the ideas mentioned 
for the headlamps were all that much 
of an improvement on the kit instruc- 
tions. Just painting them at the back 
does not look much better than the 
methods we used in pre-Airfix days. It 
certainly does not do full justice to the 
rest of the kit with its fine engraving. 

The important rule is to get the ‘reflec- 
tor’ back away from the ‘glass’. Accord- 
ing to type, there are a number of ways 
of achieving this, but personally I always 
hollow out the car body or lamp hous- 
ing (in the case of vintage cars) with a 
drill, countersinking the hole to just 
slightly less than the diameter of the 
lens. An excellent reflector can be made 
from ‘chrome’ Sellotape stuck to thin 
plastic sheet and pushed out with a 
leather punch of the required diameter. 
The punched out disc is then placed 
behind, or inside, the lamp housing and 
the ‘lens’ is cemented into position by 
cementing round the edges only. The 
technique can be adapted for every- 
thing from a WW to a model T. 

D. Payne, Auckland, New Zealand. 


Somme remembered 


N connection with the 40th anniver- 

sary of the Battle of the Somme, the 
Ulster Museum requested the Belfast 
members of the Irish Model Soldier 
Group to depict the storming of the 
Crucifix Cross-roads by the 36th Ulste1 
Division in the form of a diorama. In 
view of the large number of models 
required for this, members decided to 
use Airfix figures throughout. By the 
conversion of some 300 figures, a quan- 
tity of approximately 20 first-class 
World War 1 models were produced in 
various action positions. Some of them 
were made up from four standard Airfix 
figures, the idea being to have each 
figure in a different pose. One of the 
most effective in appearance was the 
German machine gun team from the 
new World War 1 set, fitted with the 
steel helmets from the crewmen of the 
World War 2 German Armoured Car, 
manning the machine gun supplied in 
the Eighth Army set. This gun, by the 
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considered for publication. Submitted material 


way, was finished and mounted as the 
brass barrel Maxim, 

As the terrain piece was made from 
expanded polystyrene, all the figures had 
their bases removed and were fitted 
with pins, so that they could be used in 
any position on the uneven surface of 
the battlefield, As a matter of interest, 
no adhesives were used on the conver- 
sions, all heads and =joints being 
attached by pins. Also included in the 
exhibition are a number of other items 
scratch built from Airfix models, and 
a selection of 54 mm model soldiers. 
The exhibition runs from July 1- 
August 31 

Cameron W. Robinson, Belfast 13. 


A photograph of this fine diorama 
appeared in the Northern edition of the 
‘Daily Express’ dated June 27, 1966, We 
would urge any reader living or holiday- 
ing in or near Belfast to visit the exhibi- 
fion.—EDITOR, 


Wrong identity 


I AM afraid that Mr G, R, Chaffe, in 
his letter in the May 1966 issue ol 
AIRFIX Magazine concerning the Grum- 
man Skyrocket, must have made a mis- 
take in its identity. The Skyrocket (or 
XF5F-1) did not make its first fiight 
until April 1, 1940, and the single proto- 
tvpe did not, during its four years under 
test, ever leave the United States. 

The most obvious aircraft Mr Chaffe 
could have mistaken for the Skyrocket 
was the Gloster F9/39,. This machine 
first few on April 3. 1939, but while 
undergoing trials at Martlesham in July 
of that year it was damaged in a land- 
ing accident. Tests were not resumed 
until spring 1940, so the F9/39 also 
seems to be ruled out. 

The only other aircraft of a similar 
platform and appearance at a distance 
would seem to be the Lockheed 10 of 
12. the GA Monospar or, in the pre- 
vailing circumstances, a Potez 63-11. 

My personal vote would go to the 
Lockheed. 

Colin J. Phillips, Wembley, Middx. 


Uniform colours 


HE recent military modelling article 
on the finishes applied to armoured 
vehicles was very welcome, as I am one 
of those wargamers who is just too 
young to have actually seen any of the 
vehicles we construct in model form, | 
would add my humble plea that in any 
future article you might make reference 
to the exact colours employed for the 
uniforms of soldiers in the Airfix range. 
I must add my praise for the new 


and pictures can only be returned if accompanied 

by a stamped addressed envelope, and the Editor 

cannot accept responsibility for safe keeping of 

any such contributions, neither does he necessarily 

agree with comments expressed by correspondents 
in the letters column. 





World War 1 infantry figures, A feature 
which especially appeals to me is the 
introduction of fixed bayonets for some 
of the Germans. This makes for more 
realism and lends a bloodthirsty aspect 
to any charge. Incidentally, the only 
other Airhx soldiers to display bayonets 
when charging are those of the infantry 
combat group, and it is interesting to 
compare the size-growth of the Airfix 
scale figures over the years. It seems to 
me that only the burly paratroopers 
would be at ease fighting the Kaiser's 
men! However, the larger figures do 
allow much more detail. 
RK. W. Cook, Swansea, Glam. 
/n articles dealing with figure con- 
versions, such as this month's World War 
! feature, I do, in fact, give colour 
references for uniforms, relating them 
where possible to readily available model 
paints, [The Japanese and Russian figures 
have been dealt with in this way in pre- 
vious articles. It is very difficult to 
describe colours, however, so the best 
thing vou aan do is try visiting the 
Imperial War “Museum or regimental 
museums when actual uniforms are on 
display.—EDIToOR, 


Matt varnish 


HAVE just read Mr Tilbury’s letter 

in the July edition of your magazine, 
and I have been using the matt varnish 
method for some time. I also find that 
using matt varnish all over the model, 
whether painted in matt or otherwise, 
gives the model a more authentic look, 
especially on modern aircraft, which are 
not a high gloss after a few weeks under 
the feet of the tradesmen. 

| would like to add my thanks for a 
very fine magazine, and a very fine 
collection of models of all kinds. Keep 
it up, 


G. C. Barthe, RAF Benson. 


ASSU vehicles 


WAS very interested in the ASSU 

Scout Car conversion given in the 
July issue. During the war I served with 
a special wireless unit known as a 
‘Phantom’, about which several books 
have been written (‘Never a Soldier’ and 
‘Phantom was There’ for example). Our 
patrols used virtually identical Scout 
Cars to the ASSU and the marking was 
a white capital P on a black background 
front and rear. , 

At one time we shared a field in 
Germany with an ASSU unit and their 
cars certainly did have markings, It was 
the Red Hand of Ulster on a white 
backeround because, I seem to remem- 
ber, that was where they did their 
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training, A similar sign can be seen on 
the 3d and 4d stamps sold in Northern 
Ireland. 

Incidentally, in all the correspondence 
on mixing olive drab, I've never ever 
seen my favourite mix, which I stumbled 
on by accident—yellow and black in 
proportions to taste, Try it—it’s perfect. 

J. Burrows, Southall, Middx. 


Remember Belgium! 


[M just making the Airfix F-5A Free- 
dom Fighter and I like it. I like them 
all, but I still have a complaint, Airfix 
make numerous models of aircraft that 
fy, or have flown, with the Belgische 
Luchtmacht, including the F-104G, Tiger 
Moth, DC-3, Gladiator, Hunter, Mos- 
quito, Harvard, Anson, RE8 and Camel. 
There are many Airfix builders in Bel- 
gium—I’m one of them—yet  Aijrtix 
forget them all by not including any 
Belgian markings in any of the kits. 
Next time Airhx produce a kit of an 
aircraft which flew with the Belgische 
Luchtmacht, please remember my letter 
and include Belgian markings. 

Ignace Bevernage, Bissegem, Belgium, 


Such patriotic sentiments deserve recog- 
nition. Not a few modellers, we think, 
would welcome Belgian markings, The 
specialist transfer firms have been pro- 

ucing some exotic markings lately— 
perhaps they can be persuaded to pro- 
duce something like a sheet of markings 
for a Belgian Gladiator?—Ep1rTor. 


Zulu war 


EVERAL months ago a correspondent 

in your excellent magazine put in a 
plea for troops actively engaged in the 
Zulu war, [ have found, however, that 
the World War | German infantry lend 
themselves quite well to a simple con- 
version to British redcoats. The removal 
of the helmet spike and the painting of 
the helmet in matt white gives a very 
fair imitation of the helmets in use at 
Rorke’s Drift, whilst a red tunic, white 
webbing and navy blue or black 
trousers, black gaiters and _ black 
British style army boots complete the 
conversion, Although I have not yet 
tried my hand [I would imagine that 
Boer War infantry could be produced 
in a similar manner. 

May I now add one further request 
to the many already passed to you for 
the production of Napoleonic infantry 
and cavalry, and at the same time I 
would be most grateful if any readers 
could supply me with details of Prussian 
uniforms in the Franco-Prussian War 


of 1870. 
D. E. Ball, Carisbrooke, LOW. 


Memories 


M& J. Honey, in his letter to you 
published in the June issue, brings 
back keen memories to an old Skybirds 
fan. By any standard they were good 
kits and capable of meade finished to a 
very high standard. For boys on 6d or 
Is a week pocket money—which was 
good in those days—the prices were 
high, as I realised recently when looking 
at their adverts in a copy of ‘Popular 
Flying’ of the period: they went up to 
12s 6d in price. For value they were not 
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in the same class as the present-day Ajr- 
fix kits! 

This is by the way; what prompted 
me to write was the joint appearance of 
Mr Honey’s letter and that from Mr 
Dickens about ‘spinning airscrews’. Sky- 
birds solved this problem by selling, at 
a few coppers each, what were to all in- 
tents and purposes watch-springs of 
varying diameters. One of these, in place 
of the standard airscrew, would quiver 
and shimmer on the model, giving a 
lifelike representation of a spinning pro- 
peller, The lightest current of air or 
movement in the room would keep them 
‘spinning’, but even when quite still they 
looked good. 

Martin J. Burgess, Truro, Cornwall. 


We have received numerous letters on 
the subjects of the pre-war Skybird range. 
Space permitting, we'll be publishing these 
as soon as possible —Eptror, 


That Hellcat 


THE photograph of a- Hellcat in the 

- May Photopage was, to the best of my 
knowledge, taken aboard HMS /ndomi- 
table in November or December, 1944, 
after a raid on Sumatra. The squadron 
was, I think. 1334 or 1335, though I may 
be wrong after 22 years, The picture was 
the last of a pair; on the preceding 
photograph, the aircraft is seen to have 
an underslung long range fuel tank be- 
neath the fuselage, and this was knocked 
off on the deck-edge. 

The Hellcat bounced on landing and 
the arrester hook failed to catch the 
wire. The aircraft then slewed across the 
deck and so into the sea. 

T. Edmoncher, Newcastle upon Tyne. 


Mistel 
I READ with interest Mr Raxley's 
letter in the May issue regarding the 
Mistel combination, Excellent drawings 
and photographs of the Bf 109G/Junkers 
Ju 88A-4 combination appear in Harley- 
ford’s ‘Messerschmitt 109° book by H. J. 
Nowarra. 

Regarding the camouflage and mark- 
ings of these aircraft as operated by 
KG 200 nothing really definite is known 
but it 1s widely believed that the Mistels 
of this unit wore the standard Luftwaffe 
bomber camouflage of black green and 
dark green (RLM colour standards 70/ 
71) over the upper surfaces of the Ju 8&8 
and light blue undersurfaces. The Bf 
109Gs were finished the same way but 
some were in pale grey overall factory 
finish owing to the need of having to 
rush aircraft into service as quickly as 
possible, The Junkers Ju 88s of KG 200 
had the unit codes A3 before the fuselage 
cross and the individual and Stab letters 
behind the cross, The Bf 109s seldom 
wore any numerals or rank symbols but 
often retained their original factory 
coding. 


R. Beasley, IPMS, London, W11. 


Painting figures 


IN reply to Mr Clive Williamson's letter 
in the June issue, I found the answer 
to detail painting of OO/HO scale figures 
in my girl friend’s handbag. 

This was a very fine eye-liner brush 


which, unlike the toothpick, holds a 
reasonable amount of pa but retains 
its fine point. The brushes are relatively 
Inexpensive and stand up well to con- 
tinual dousing in paint remover, 

S, Allen, Harlow, Essex. 


Camouflage for hangars 


MY father told me that the colours 
of hangars were sometimes matt 
black and khaki, Others were covered 
with tar and the surface then spread 
with ash. To obtain this finish in minia- 
ture, you could paint the model hangar 
black and apply dust (not fluff) or 
clean sand while the paint is still wet. 
The whole lot is painted black and 

dark grey when dry. 
C. Stratford, Southend, Essex, 


Mirror wave 


CAN anyone tell me how to get a 

mifror wave pattern finish in 1:72 
scale? I have tried a brush without suc- 
cess and a feather was still no good. | 
have not tried spray painting, as a pat- 
tern would be necessary, and this would 
be most difficult to make in 1:72 scale. 
If anyone can help, I would be very 


erateful. 
Ian Campbell, Glasgow, W1. 
And so say all of us.—Eprror, 


Spinning prop 


I HAVE an idea for readers who like 
to display their aircraft in a flying 
position, 

When completed the model's propeller 
appears to spin, First take a sheet of 
clear, thin, stiff celluloid and cut out a 
disc the size of the propeller, Then find 
the centre. After that, depending on the 
number of propeller blades, draw fuzzy 
lines from the centre getting wider to- 
wards the edge (it is best to use a marker 
pen for this), allow to dry, Then stick on 
to front of engine, last stick the spinner 
in place. 

G, Newton, Carshalton, Surrey. 


Wheels wanted 


I WONDER if, through the offices of 
- your excellent magazine, you could 
give me some information how and where 
I could obtain some wheels for a project 
I intend to commence, As this project is 
the building from sheet plastic of a large 
dump-truck model, I will need eight 
plastic wheels of 14-2 inches in diameter, 
he a ‘heavy-duty’ tyres. Can anybody 
eip 
Anthony Thompson, 3 Beaumont 
Terrace, South Shields, Durham. 
Anvots who can help is asked to con- 
tact Mr Thompson direct,—Eprror 


Sailor source 
[N answer to G. Rastrick’s letter in the 

April issue of AIRFIxX magazine, I have 
found that quite effective sailors can be 
made for the Napoleonic period, 

These are figures from the Cowboy set, 
Cut away the gun holsters and gun 
belt, and in some cases it is necessary to 
cut away part of the crown of the hat. 
Then paint the jacket dark blue, the 


Continued on next page 
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trousers light blue, black for the hat and 
shoes, and white for the shirt. To add 
variation to the models, swords may be 
fitted in place of the guns, 

I have used an officer from the 
American Civil War set, making a tr- 
corn hat for him from plastic wood. The 
colours are a dark blue jacket and hat, 
light blue trousers (or white), black shoes 
and gold braid in the appropriate places. 


John H. Barfoot, Maidstone, Kent. 


Pen-friends wanted 


THE following readers have written to the 
Editor requesting pen-friends: Edmund 
Shanahan, 20 St Peter's Drive, Walkerstown, 
Dublin 12, Irish Republic, who would like to 
correspond with somebody in Czechoslovakia, 
aged 12-14, with a view to exchanging kits. 
Robert Turner (17) would like a correspondent, 
male or female, in his age group who is interested 
in military vehicles. He would prefer an English 
or American resident. Nicholas Foster (13), 11 
Second Ave, Bridlington, East Yorkshire, would 
like to hear from someone his own age, interested 
in ships and aircraft of the second world war and 
ene a in USA, France, i ean or 
apan, with a view to exchanging its. George 
Motys, Zruc 215, okr Pilzen, Czechoslovakia, 
would like to exchange Czech kits, ma, 

souvenirs, stamps and crystal glass, for British 
kits, especially those produced by Airfix. He is 
25. A 13 year old boy in France is sought as a 
pen-friend by Michael Benson, Shell Hill 
Cottage, Salcotes Road, Lytham, Lancs, He 
is §©6particularly interested in World War 2 
aircraft models. An American pen-friend, aged 
12-14, is required by Patrick ‘. Shields (13), 
183A Harrow Road, Wembley, Middx. His 
special interests are tanks, landing craft, and 
soldiers. Ivan Stepanek, Ruska 7, Brno 12, 
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Czechoslovakia, wishes to correspond with a 
British reader willing to exchange AIRFIX maga- 
zines for Czech aircraft, car, and train magazines, 
and Airfix kits for HO, TT, ‘and IN gauge German- 
made model railway items. An English pen- 
friend in the 15 year age group interested in 
cricket, soccer, and rugby league is sought by 
Chris Cox, 88 Sandakan Road, Revesby, New 
South Wales, Australia. Any English-speaking 
boy, aged 13-14, in any country, is required a5 a 
pen-fiend by D. Carmichael, 64 Shamrock 
Street, Hebburn-on-Tyne, Co Durham. He would 
be willing to exchange kits and magazines with 
the emphasis on World War 2 aircraft and 
military models. Ronald Foster, 120 Harrington 
Road, Workington, Cumberland, would like to 
hear from a 14-15 year old in Great Britain 
interested in aircraft models, and preferably an 
ATC member. David Williams, Broome Perrow 
House, Buckland, Betchworth, Surrey, requests a 
16 year old pen-friend from the USA. He is keen 
on aircraft recognition and World War 2 
aircraft models. Finally, Krzysztof Choloniewski, 
Warszawa 21, ul. Sabaly 21m.30, Poland, 
wishes to hear from anyone in Britain wishing to 
exchange kits of model aircraft and aviation 
books and publications. Interested readers are 
asked to establish contact direct at the addresses 
given. 


Group correspondence 


FROM its secretary, 
Road, Paola, Malta, cer the establishment 
of an aircraft modellers’ correspondence club in 
that island. The members would be pleased to 
exchange letters with any readers from other 
countries who are interested in model aircraft 
and aviation in —— There are no costs 
rn owned _ ostage. The secretary of the 
Club nstructeurs de Modeles 
Reaite f is Glande O. Gerard, Rue de la Meuse 
63, Brussels 2, Belgium, and he informs us that 
the members in Belgium would be interested to 
hear from modellers in other countries. Further 
details of these two organisations can be ob- 
tained direct from the addresses given. 


Spiteri, 21 Cospicula 


48146 
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rubbed down will effectively disguise 
a join. Practically all plastic kits have 
minor irregularities inherent in manu- 
facture, so a few minutes in prepara- 
tion will add enormously to the 
finished car. 

Before adding the chrome finishing 
touches, we have a_ body-to-chassis 
fixing to be considered. One way of 
course, is just to cement the two 
together, but I used two 10 BA bolts 
through the sides just in front of the 
doors. These engage with nuts 
soldered to small tin plates mounted 
on the sides of the interior section. 
Sketch H illustrates the idea; place 
the body in position on the chassis 
and drill a small hole gently through 
both sides—outer and inner. This will 
then locate the body over the mount- 
ing plate, and can be opened after- 
wards to clear the bolt. At the rear, 
a plastic strip cemented inside the 
body to register with the floor of the 
boot will retain the chassis when the 
body is slipped on. 

The final trim is up to you, I 
simply added parts 111C, 105, and 


106, the wing mirrors 117 and 118, 
side trim 121 and 122, door handles 
119 and 120, and the rear bumper 9%. 


1172 FORT STREET, 
Lincoln Park, Michigan 


HEY! “PEGGY'S” NOW IN TOWN! 


A famous WW II Japanese bomber 
by L & S. LAB. (Japan) in 1/75th 


scale at $2.50 


Also in stock: 
HELLER: (FRENCH) 
1. BLOCH 152 (1/72) 
2. D-520 (1/72) 

3. AMOIT 143 (1/72) 
4, ARC EN CIL (1/75) 
5. C.R. 42 (1/40th) 


REVELL: (USA) 


1. YF 12A (1/72) $2.00 
2. Gemini Space Capsule (1/25) 3.00 


LINDBERG: (USA) 
1. HS 129 (1/72) 

2. ME 410 (1/72) 

3. HE 100 (1/72) 

4. HE 162 (1/72) 

5. FW 190 D9 (1/72) 


AURORA: (USA) 
1. BELL HU 1B (1/48) — $.98 
S.A.A.D. +3 (1/48 and 1/72) ‘1.50 


POSTAGE & HANDLING CHART 
NORTH AMERICAN (ALL OTHER 
COUNTRIES DOUBLE THIS RATE) 


$0.00 to $ 5.00 
5.01 to 10.00 2/5 
10.01 to 15.00 0) 
15.01 to 20.00 1.00 


5.50 


20 and up NO CHARGE—USA only 
All funds payable in US currency 


SEND TODAY FOR OUR CATALOGUE OF MODELS, BOOKS AND MODELLING SUPPLIES—PRICE 25c 


(75c if overseas Air Mail is desired) 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


RATES:—Sd. per word. Minimum charge for each insertion 5s. 


FOR SALE 
1/76th scale high quality armoured fighting vehicles. Range 
of over thirty models now available, including N.A.75 
Churchill, Firefly Jagd Panther and German halftracks. Now 
also 1/90th range by Roco. Sixpenny stamps for lists. 
IMPORTANT: Please note NEW «ADDRESS, P. Whyborn, 59 
Tessal Lane, Northfield, Birmingham, 31. 
For Sale: Model aeroplanes. Made and some in boxes. 
Contact soon or else models will be destroyed. C. Edwards, 
8 Moor Avenue, Halton, Leeds, 15. 
Various Numbers, Volumes 5/6 Airfix mag, 19/20 Flying 
Review. Offers. R. Smith, 18 Croftwell, Harpenden, Herts. 
Sale: Unassembled plastic aircraft kits. S.A.E. M. Bradley, 
10 College Sq. W., Bessbrook, Newry, Co. Down. 
Kits half price, mainly aircraft, Airfix magazines. S.A.E. 
list Oxley, 3 Woodside Close, Chalfont St. Peter, Bucks. 


“Model suppliers to the specialist collector” Aviation 
books. Current and out of print editions. Aviation 
magazines. Scale drawings to any scale. Any aircraft. 


Research dept. available for all types of work. Miniature 


Aviation Services Inc., 18 Ebury Road, Rickmansworth, | 


Herts. 


WW 11 German, Italian and Japanese badges, uniforms, | 
helmets, etc. Big new list 1/9; Durham Road, Bromley, | 


Kent. 


Aviation books, magazines, photos, Sales list 4d. Bookshop, | 


116 Bohemia Road, St, Leonards-on-Sea, Sussex. 


WANTED 
Details, Photos, Gen, on E.E. Lightning aircraft, squadrons, 
markings, etc. Details and pnce to V. B. Doyle, Ass. 
R.A.F. Cotishall, Norwich, Norfolk. 
Swap Airfix buffaloes for Airfix jeeps. R. Collard, 8 Stud- 
fall Close, Palmarsh, Hythe, Kent. 
Airfix Magazine. Complete to January 1964. Hatt, 35 Hyde 
Street, Wainuidmata, Wellington, New Zealand. 
Beg, borrow, buy, military modelling articles before March 
1966. Also guns, jeeps, etc. Details: Spottiswoode, 6 Thorney 
Road, Thornhill, Cumberland. 
Airfix magazines, August to November 1963, February to 
August 1964, January to April, August, December 1965. R. 
Squires, 28 Denning Road, Hampstead, London, N.W.3. 


No 3 Sheet—Due to technical reasons and enlargement 
of subjects this sheet will NOW be published early 
September. We regret the delay. 

NEW SERIES—Z.1. Foll markings for Bf 110 flown by 
Hpn. Streib of I/NJG.I. Also full markings for JU 88A 
of 4/KG 54, Price 6/-. Post free U.K. only. U.S.A. $1.25. 


#.2—Full markings for Corsair II flown by Lieut P. Cole, 
D.S.C., of No 1830 Sqn. Also full markings for Avenger 
of No 857 Sqn. (British Pacific fleet). Price 6/-. Post 
free U.K. only. U.S.A. $1.25. 

Both “*Z”’ sheets 1/72 scale only. 

On sale August 15th. 


No 2 sheet—(German emblems) still on sale, price 6/-. 
U.S.A. $1.25. 

*“A’* sheet—(German aces Wick, Molders, Marseille and 
JG54). 1/72 scale price 6/6d. 1/48 scale price 7/-. POST 
FREE U.K. only. Either sheet price $1.50 U.S.A. 


All sheets MATT and FREE slide. (Trade enquiries overseas 
only). P.O.s. and cheques to: 


REPLICA-DECAL 
60 ABBEY HOUSE, 2 VICTORIA STREET 
LONDON, S.W.1 
(No personal callers, please) 
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FREE! 3 TRIPS 


10 
THE 


Fly via TWA Jet 


Three trips — Two persons each tri 
Six winners in all! « See Disneyland, 
Statue of Liberty, Hollywood Movie: 
Studio, The United Nations, The White 
House, Golden Gate Bridge! 


HUNDREDS OF OTHER PRIZES * INCLUDING 
3 $100 Revell Americana Home Racing Sets 

120 $30 Revell Enduro Home Racing Sets 

800 Revell Kits 

315 Capitol Record Albums 





WORLD 
| Revell WIDE 
era cr CONTEST 


Ask your Toyshop for further information 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT 
ORDER FORM 


To: AIRFIX MAGAZINE (Advert Dept.) 
3-4 St. Andrew’s Hill, London, E.C.4. 





Please insert the following advertisement in the next 
issue Of AIRFIX MAGAZINE. I enclose my 


remittance of ............ Be wietee oi: d. (Sd. per word) 
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(PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS) 
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MORE 
MORE 


MORE 


BELLON A BB 4 German light artillery position with ammo bays+shell crater+fox hole+sandbagged fox hole. 
: BBS German revetted Mg trench+small emplacement-+-anti tank position. 
BB? Slit trench+anti tank emplacement+shell crater+fox hole-+sandbagged fox hole+small emplace- 


ment-+-stack of ammo boxes and stores. 


: BBS Large circular sandbagged emplacement (inside diam. 75 mm)+fallen tree+small emplacement. 
: d ALSO BB |, BB 2 and BB 3 SEE AIRFIX JUNE. 
Price 3/- per set, post and packing 9d. one set. Additional sets 2d. (Postage and packing 3 sets 1/1). 


Bellona Scenic Model Catalogue 6d. Overseas postage |/- | set. Additional sets 6d. Bellona Tank 


Publications List 3d. 
BRACKNELL, BERKS 


_DEPT. AJ3, HAWTHORN HILL, 
new siz AIRFIX MAGAZINE BINDERS 
are ready now—send for yours TODAY 


We have arranged for Easibind Lid. to supply self-binding cases to all readers who 
wish to retain their copies for future reference. 

The EASIBINDER is designed to bind copies of AIRFIX MAGAZINE as you receive them 
month by month, eventually providing a handsomely bound volume for your bookshelf. 

Quick and easy to operate, the coples are bound into place by a thin steel] wire and 
locked together tightly by a patented device, that allows the binder to open completely 
flat for easy reading. Strongly made with stiff covers and attractively bound in red 
Leathercloth and Milskin, the binders have the title Gold Blocked on the spine. 
ORDER FORM 
To: Knightsbridge Publications (1962) Ltd., 3/4 St. Andrew's Hill, EC4. 
Please send Me .... 








MERBERLEN LTD., 


ecesseseesseeeeee AIRFTIX MAGAZINE Easibinders at 17/6 each post paid. 
EF enclose Cheques/P.G, fF acscsccccsecccnccs BEBO censsccccccecanasesensccenacsenscassncnesencssacnes 
ADDRESS .. 


DATE 





THE EASIBINDER—17’6 each post paid» 





NEW 1/32 SCALE DRIVERS 
1 - Post 1960 Driving position 
1 - Pre 1960 Driving position 











Complete with Steering Wheels Cat. No. 780 
2 Drivers per Packet 
{1 each type) 


Price 2/2 plus Tax 4d. 





Please send 6d. for catalogue and name of 
nearest stockist 





MODEL ROAD RACING CARS LTD. 
A member of the Airfix group 


29 ASHLEY ROAD 
BOSCOMBE 
BOURNEMOUTH 


Bournemouth 38095 











NAME 
ADDRESS 
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NEW! JAMES BOND 007 Aston Martin DB5! 


JUST LIKE Bond fans—fab news! Join the 007 car 
, | makers. This new Airfix model has 
THE REAL THING! everything. Fully detailed, complete with 
Se peer #, working gadgetry. 147-part kit. All yours 
; < eapeaew 2° cae ee Y for only 15/-. Don't waste a second. See 
ae 3 aT apa ei » your Airfix dealer—fast ! 








CONSTANT 
SCA A WESTLAND WHIRLWIND 


CONSTRUCTION KITS ri ce Arm 
Just like the real thing ! 


Mark | helicopter in use | 
From model and hobby shops, toy shops & F. W. Woolworth 












by the Fleet Air Arm, the 
Army, the R.A.F. and 
civil operators. 45-part 
Kit with two-man crew 
and transfers. Only 2/-. Also M.G.B. 63-part 
Kit and T.R.4 72-part Kit. 2/- each. 


ALL THAT'S NEW IN MODELLING! 
Airfix Catalogue 9d. and Monthly Magazine 1/6d. 









Printed by Oxley & Son (Windsor) Lid., 2-4 Victoria Street, Windsor 





ARMY EQUIPMENT 


TAMIYA 


WEHICLe 
Se, 
4% 












a 
a 
S 
= AUTHENTI-KIT 


1/35 


“ IDENTICAL = 
May SCALE 8 


wi MoKE* 


The kits marked 
“RC” have optional 
remote control 


equipment. The kits 
are complete with 
electric motors, 
gears, rubber treads, 
transfers, etc, to 
make very highly 
detailed models. 

1/35 U.S. Army M 42 
Light Tank “Walker 
Bulldog’ (RC) 35/6 


U.S. Army M 48 A-2 General Patton (RC) 


47 ton battle tank Chieftain 
TIO JS 11 Joseph Stalin 


45/6 
29/6 
29/6 


1/21 M 4 Tank General Sherman £4.4.0 
7 M.40 ‘Big Shot’ U.S. Self propelled 


Gun (RC) £4.4.0 
Herken Croft (RC) £4.4.0 | 
Mk Il (RC) £4.4.0 — 
M.2. Gun 29/6 | 


AIRCRAFT 


PROFILES 


NEW 
PROFILES 


103 S.E.5. 

104 P.Z.L. P-23. 

105 Kawasaki Ki-45 

106 Lockheed 
P-38J-M 

107 Grumman 
Bearcat 

108 D.H. Comet |-4. 


BOUND PROFILES 
are available in de-luxe 
volumes. Two volumes 
are available. Aircraft 


Profiles Nos, |-24 at 
£3.3.0, and 25-60 at 
£4.4.0. 






















2/- 


Postage: | copy 6d., 
2 copies 9d. and 3d. 
extra per copy. 


The first 102 Pro- 
files are always 
available from 
B.M.W. Full list 
given in this ad- 
vert. last month, 


PROFILE 
BINDER 
Holds over 25 Pro- 

files. 
15/=|} (Post. |/6) 





From Profile No. 63 
FOKKER DX XI of Dutch 
Fighter Squadron Ja.V.A.| 
in 1940 style markings. 


CAR 
PROFILES 
Qa 


Postage: | copy 6d., 
2 copies 9d. and 3d. 
extra per copy. 








Example: £10 
worth of goods 
available for only 
5/9 weekly (pay- 
able monthly). 
Only 10 per cent 
deposit. 


EASIEST OF 
EASY TERMS 
with 9 months to pay 


ANOTHER NEW AIRCRAFT 


1/72nd by Nichimo of Japan. The Japanese Navy Carrier 


Fighter MK 96 "Claude". This will go very well with your 


other Japanese models 6/Il 
TAMIYA. |/72nd. Shoki—Raiden 6/Il 
L.S. LABORATORIES 1 /72nd 6/ Il 
Rule — Oscar | — Oscar Il — Zero 2] — Zero 52 — 
Suisei (Judy) 

TAMIYA 1/50th 

No. |. A6M5 Zero 52 ag a is 12/6 
Mo. 2. Shinden Kai Nik2J. oh 12/6 
No. 3. J2M3 Raiden . 12/6 
No. 4. A6M7 Zero 12/6 
No. 5. Shoki Ki 44 12/6 
No. 8 Ki 100 Type 5 Model A 12/6 
No. 9. Savin C6N! (Myrt) 19/tl 
NEW S.A.A.D. DECAL  17’6 


Sheet No. 3. This is a very complete decal for |/48th and 
1/72nd kits. Includes markings for aircraft from WWI 
(German, A.E.F. and French), U.S. Navy during the mid- 
30s and WWII (German, Italian and British). This sheet 
also features other miscellaneous markings, numbers and 
much wording which appeared on the planes, i.c. Canopy 
release, Jack point, etc. A detailed leaflet is with each 
decal, 


LATEST A.B.T. ; SCALE 


GERMAN CAMOUFLAGE 
1917-18 “LOZENGE” 

Sheet No. 02 Top 

No. 03 Under each 7/- 


NEW 
PROFILES 


888930000 
Dina 00D 


Wwe 


. 2i 
. 22 Speed Six Bentley. 
. 23 Fiat Type 508. 


. 24 Ford Mustang. 

. 1908 and 1914 G.P. Mercedes. 
. Rolls-Royce Phantom |. 

. V-12 Hispano-Suiza. 

. Jaguar XK Series. 

. Lanchester 38 and 40 h.p. 

. Duesenberg J and 5J. 

7. Bentley 34 and 4) litre. 

. Vanwall. 

. Auburn Superchafged 8. 


1914 G.P. Vauxhall. 


. Bugatti Type 35 GP. 

. Alvis Speed Twenty and 
Twenty-five. 

. Ferrari Tipo 625 and 555. 

. Model T. Ford. 

. Alfa Romeo 22/90. 

. MG, K3 Magnette. 

. Jowett Javelin and Jupiter 

. 40/50 Napier. 

. Delage |} litre G.P. 

. 5-Type Invicta. 

. Frazer-Nash Le Mans. 


B.M.W. EXPORT 
DEPARTMENT 


lcome orders and enquiries 


from individuals and traders 


throughout the world. 





HISAIRDEC 


New decals | /72nd. 


72020 
72021 
72022 
72023 
72024 


72025 


German T7/- each 
Large Crosses (heavy) and swastikas 
Large crosses (light) and swastik-s 
Small crosses (heavy) and swastikas 
Small crosses (licht) and swastikas 
White crosses (heavy) and white 
outline swastikas 3/6 
White crosses (light) and white 
outline crosses 3/6 







